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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

34  CFR  Parts  350,  351,  352,  353,  354, 
355, 356,  and  362 

National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research;  Research  Programs 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Final  regulations. 

SUMMARY:  The  Secretary  adopts  final 
regulations  governing  the  research 
programs  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research.  These 
regulations  implement  new  and  revised 
research  authorities  contained  in  Title  II 
of  the  Rehabilitation,  Comprehensive 
Services  and  Developmental  Disabilities 
Amendments  of  1978  (Pub.  L.  95-602). 

The  regulations  include  application 
requirements,  a  specification  of  the 
kinds  of  activities  that  can  be  supported 
under  each  of  the  Institute’s  research 
programs,  peer  review  and  matching 
provisions,  selection  criteria  to  be  used 
by  the  Secretary  to  evaluate  grant 
applications,  and  provisions  authorizing 
the  Secretary  to  establish  research 
priorities. 

effective  DATE:  Unless  the  Congress 
takes  certain  adjournments,  these 
regulations  will  take  effect  45  days  after 
publication  in  the  Federal  Register.  If 
you  want  to  know  if  there  has  been  a 
change  in  the  effective  date  of  these 
regulations,  call  or  write  the  Department 
of  Education  contact  person.  At  a  future 
date,  the  Secretary  will  publish  a  notice 
in  the  Federal  Register  stating  the 
effective  date  of  these  regulations. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Michael  Herrell,  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW., 
Room  3511,  Switzer  Officer  Building, 
Washington,  D.C.  202022305,  Telephone 
(202)  472-6551  or  for  general 
information  on  the  research  programs  of 
the  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research — the  Director  of  the  Institute  at 
the  following  address:  Director,  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research,  400 
Maryland  Avenue,  SW.,  Room  3060, 
Switzer  Office  Building,  Washington, 
D.C.  202022305,  Telephone  (202) 
245-0565  or  TTY  (202)  245-0591. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 
December  30, 1980  the  Secretary 
published  a  Notice  of  Proposed 
Rulemaking  in- the  Federal  Register  (45 
FR  86317)  covering  the  research, 
programs  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research. 
Organizationally,  the  proposed 
regulations  consolidated  13' distinct 
research  grant  authorities  and  one 
fellowship  authority  into  six  separate 
research  programs  (Parts  351-356).  This 


was  done  so  that  the  various  research 
programs  would  correspond  to  the 
annual  budget  categories  used  by 
Congress  to  appropriate  funds  for  the 
Institute.  This  organizational  structure 
has  been  retained  in  the  final 
regulations.  A  complete  description  of 
these  research  programs  is  contained  in 
the  Supplementary  Information  section 
of  the  preamble  to  the  Notice  of 
Proposed  Rulemaking. 

The  Department  received  numerous 
comments  from  the  public  on  the 
proposed  regulations.  A  discussion  of 
major  issues  and  a  summary  of  the 
public  comments  and  the  Department’s 
responses  to  those  comments  are 
attached  as  Appendix  A  to  this 
document.  Significant  changes  include: 
Refinement  and  clarification  of  selection 
criteria  in  §  350.34,  §  352.31,  §  354.31, 
and  §  355.31;  deletion  of  provisions 
requiring  confidentiality  of  personal 
information  (proposed  §  350.50)  and  the 
identification  in  grant  applications  of  the 
amount  of  matching  to  be  furnished 
(proposed  §  350.21)  because  they  are  not 
required  by  statute;  and  the  elimination 
from  the  regulations  of  special  costs 
allowable  under  end-stage  renal  disease 
projects  because  these  costs  are 
considered  customary  and  therefore  do 
not  warrant  particular  mention  in  the 
regulations  (proposed  §  351.40). 

Applicability  of  These  Final  Regulations 

These  regulations,  including  selection 
criteria,  will  apply  to  all  grants  and 
fellowship  awards  made  in  fiscal  year 
1982  and  succeeding  years. 

Assessment  of  Educational  Impact 

In  the  Notice  of  Proposed  Rulemaking 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
December  30, 1980,  the  Department 
requested  comments  on  whether  the 
proposed  regulations  required 
information  that  is  already  being 
gathered  or  is  available  from  any  other 
agency  or  authority  of  the  United  States. 
Based  on  the  absence  of  any  comments 
on  this  matter  and  the  Department’s 
own  review,  it  has  been  determined  that 
the  regulations  in  this  document  do  not 
require  information  that  is  already  being 
gathered  by  or  is  available  from  any 
other  agency  or  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

Burden  Reduction 

To  assist  the  Department  in  complying 
with  the  specific  requirements  of 
Executive  Order  12291  and  its  overall 
objective  of  reducing  regulatory  burden, 
public  comment  is  invited  on  whether 
there  may  be  further  opportunities  to 
reduce  any  regulatory  burdens  found  in 
these  regulations,  especially  with  regard 


to  paperwork  and  compliance 
requirements. 

Citation  of  Legal  Authority 

A  citation  of  statutory  or  other  legal 
authority  appears  in  parenthesis  on  the 
line  following  each  section  of  these 
regulations. 

Dated:  September  3, 1981. 

T.  H.  Bell, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.133  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research) 

Appendix  A — Analysis  of  Public 
Comments  and  Changes  in  the  Final 
Regulations 

[Note. — This  appendix  will  not  appear  in 
the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations.) 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  public 
comments  concerning  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research 
(NIHR)  Notice  of  Proposed  Rulemaking 
(NPRM)  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  December  30, 1980  (45  FR 
86317).  The  summary  is  divided  into 
three  sections. 

The  first  section,  entitled  “Major 
Issues,”  considers  the  general  comments 
received  on  three  issues  which 
generated  the  most  concern — perceived 
narrowing  of  the  scope  of  NIHR 
research,  removal  of  the  15%  ceiling  on 
indirect  costs  for  certain  center  grants 
and  failure  to  provide  for  an  exception 
to  EDGAR  to  permit  non-competitive 
renewals  of  Research  and  Training 
Center  grants  after  five  years  of  funding. 

The  second  section  of  this  summary, 
entitled  “General  Comments,”  considers 
comments  and  suggestions  concerning 
the  general  approach  and  format  of  the 
NIHR  NPRM. 

The  third  section,  entitled  "Proposed 
Rules,"  concerns  comments  and 
suggestions  directed  to  specific 
provisions  of  the  NPRM.  The  comments 
and  responses  in  this  third  section  are 
organized  in  the  same  order  as  the 
provisions  occur  in  the  NPRM. 

Major  Issues 

Issue:  Does  adoption  in  the 
regulations  of  the  definition  of 
“handicapped  individual" provided  in 
Section  7(7)(A)  of  the  Act,  rather  than 
the  Section  7(7)(B)  definition,  narrow 
the  scope  of  research  activity  NIHR  can 
support?  No. 

Section  7(7)  of  the  Act  contains  two 
definitions  of  “handicapped  individual.” 
The  first  definition  (section  7(7)(A)) 
applies  to  all  titles  of  the  Act  except 
Titles  IV  and  V  and  defines 
“handicapped  individual”  in  terms  of 
eligibility  for  vocational  rehabilitation 
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services.  The  second  definition  (section 
7(7)(B))  applies  to  Titles  IV  and  V  of  the 
Act  only  and  defines  “handicapped 
individual”  more  broadly  in  terms  of 
impairments  which  substantially  limit  a 
person’s  major  life  activities.  While  it  is 
clear  that  the  narrower  (section  7(7)(A)) 
definition  must  be  applied  to  Title  II, 
this  does  not  limit  the  scope  of  research 
activity  that  NIHR  can  support.  This 
point  was  emphasized  in  the  preamble 
to  the  NPRM  when  the  Department 
stated  that  the  1978  amendments  to  the 
Act  “broadened  the  scope  of  research 
activity  under  the  general  research  and 
demonstrations  authority  of  section 
204(a)  of  the  Act  from  a  purely 
vocational  or  employment  focus  to 
encompass  all  rehabilitation  problems 
encountered  by  handicapped  individuals 
in  their  daily  activities."  The  preamble 
also  contained  the  following  language: 
“The  1978  amendments  also  expanded, 
under  certain  of  the  new  specialized 
research  programs,  the  group  of 
handicapped  persons  intended  to 
benefit  from  research  findings.  Although 
the  primary  beneficiaries  of  the 
Institute’s  research  programs  continue  to 
be  State  vocational  rehabilitation 
agency  clients,  there  are  newly 
authorized  grant  programs  that  focus  on 
the  needs  of  preschool  age  handicapped 
children,  other  handicapped  children, 
deaf  persons,  and  handicapped 
individuals  who  are  aged  sixty  or 
older.” 

Comment.  Commenters  said  that  using 
the  narrower  definition  seemed  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  statutory  goal  of 
assisting  handicapped  individuals  to 
live  more  independently  (section  200(2)); 
with  the  requirement  that  the  Director  of 
NIHR  develop  and  submit  to  Congress  a 
research  plan  identifying  research  which 
should  be  conducted  on  problems 
encountered  by  handicapped  individuals 
in  their  daily  activities  (section 
202(g)(1));  and  with  the  authority  to  fund 
research  related  to  rehabilitation  of 
handicapped  children  and  handicapped 
individuals  who  are  aged  sixty  or  older 
(section  204(b)(8)). 

Commenters  urged  the  Secretary  to 
clarify  within  the  regulations  that 
research  is  not  confined  to  problems  of 
employability  or  intended  to  benefit 
only  persons  considered  employable.  It 
was  argued  that  the  basic  intent  of  Title 
II  transcends  employability  and  reflects 
the  new  rehabilitation  philosophy  which 
is  concerned  with  independent  living 
and  improvement  in  the  quality  of  life  of 
handicapped  persons  as  well  as 
vocational  rehabilitation. 

Response.  No  change  has  been  made 
in  the  definition  of  “handicapped 
individual”  in  the  final  regulations.  The 


Act  clearly  indicates  that  the  narrower 
Section  7(7)(A)  definition  of 
“handicapped  individual"  is  applicable. 
However,  changes  have  been  made  in 
§  350.1  to  emphasize  the  broadened 
research  authority  of  NIHR. 

Issue:  Should  indirect  costs  on  grants 
for  Research  and  Training  Centers  be 
limited  to  15%  of  total  direct  allowable 
costs?  No. 

Current  regulations  governing  this 
program  (which  will  be  superseded  by 
these  regulations)  were  developed  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  and  provided  for  a 
limitation  on  indirect  costs  in  grants  for 
Research  and  Training  Centers  (15%  of 
direct  costs  less  certain  exclusions;  see 
34  CFR  362.62(e)). 

Comment.  A  number  of  commenters 
from  Research  and  Training  Centers, 
State  agencies,  and  professional 
associations  objected  strenuously  to  the 
removal  of  this  provision  from  the 
NPRM,  contending  the  result  would  be 
reduced  funds  available  for  direct 
expenditure  on  research  and  training 
because  of  high  overhead  costs. 

Response.  OMB  Circular  A-21  on  cost 
principles  for  educational  institutions 
establishes  a  government-wide  policy 
that  Federal  programs  will  bear  their 
“fair  share  of  total  costs  *  *  *  except 
where  restricted  or  prohibited  by  law.” 

It  further  provides  that  “agencies  are  not 
expected  to  place  additional  restrictions 
on  individual  items  of  cost.”  Consistent 
with  OMB  Circular  A-21,  the 
Department  has  established  an  8% 
ceiling  on  indirect  costs  for  training 
activities  (EDGAR,  34  CFR  75.762). 

Although  the  Department  is  not 
prepared  at  this  time  to  establish  any 
additional  limits  on  indirect  costs 
beyond  what  is  already  provided  for  in 
EDGAR,  it  is  reviewing  the  entire  issue 
of  indirect  costs.  Any  changes  that  may 
result  from  this  review  will  be  reflected 
in  amendments  to  EDGAR. 

Issue:  Should  grantees  of  the 
Research  and  Training  Center  (RTC) 
program  be  required  to  compete  for  a 
new  grant  at  the  end  of  each  five  year 
project  period?  Yes. 

Practice  in  this  program  while  located 
in  the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  (from  1962  to  1980) 
permitted  non-competitive  renewals  of 
RTC  grants  at  the  end  of  project  periods 
on  the  basis  of  a  thorough  scientific  peer 
review. 

Comment.  A  number  of  commenters 
strenuously  objected  to  the  failure  to 
include  in  the  regulations  any  provision 
for  non-competitive  renewal  of  RTC 
grants.  Commenters  maintained  that 
much  of  the  research  conducted  by  the 
RTCs  is  of  a  long-term  nature  and  that  it 
usually  takes  from  two  to  three  years  to 
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employ  the  necessary  staff.  It  was 
further  alleged  that  if  staff  did  not  know 
whether  a  center’s  funding  was  to  be 
continued  until  the  project  period  was 
almost  completed,  centers  would 
experience  difficulty  in  retaining  staff  as 
the  project  termination  date  approached. 

Response.  Policy  of  the  Department  as 
expressed  in  EDGAR  (34  CFR  75250)  is 
that  project  periods  can  be  up  to  60 
months.  Any  support  beyond  60  months 
would  necessitate  a  new  project  period 
and  be  governed  by  the  procedures  for 
selecting  new  projects  (34  CFR 
75.253(d)).  Department  policy  on  the 
selection  of  new  projects  for  funding  is 
contained  in  34  CFR  75.217(d)  and 
requires  the  selecting  official  to 
determine  the  order  in  which 
applications  are  selected  on  the  basis  of 
selection  criteria  and  other  factors 
published  in  the  Federal  Register.  The 
three  exceptions  to  this  procedure  are 
stated  in  34  CFR  75.219  and  do  not  apply 
to  this  situation.  However,  34  CFR 
75.116(b)  provides  the  opportunity  for 
prior  grantees  to  submit  any  existing 
evaluation  of  a  completed  project  that  is 
related  to  a  grant  proposal  for  a  new 
project  to  the  Secretary  for  his 
consideration  during  the  selection 
process. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  basis  to 
continue  funding  of  Research  and 
Training  Centers  beyond  the  60  month 
maximum  project  period  other  than  by 
competition.  A  regulation  permitting 
non-competitive  renewals  cannot  be 
included  in  the  regulations. 

General  Comments 

Comment  One  commenter  from  a 
university  research  center  noted  that 
while  the  NPRM  contains  specific 
criteria  for  evaluating  grant 
applications,  there  is  no  mention  of  the 
criteria  which  the  Secretary  uses  in 
selecting  "project  concepts”  under 
which  grant  proposals  will  be  solicited. 

Response.  The  NPRM  provided  in  34 
CFR  350.36(a)  for  the  Secretary  to  solicit 
grant  proposals  on  two  bases:  either  by 
specifying  project  concepts  in  an 
Application  Notice  in  the  Federal 
Register  or  by  requesting,  also  through 
an  Application  Notice,  that  applicants 
submit  field-designed  proposals 
addressing  a  national  need  of  their  own 
identification.  Under  the  final 
regulations,  the  Secretary  will  solicit 
grant  proposals  on  one  basis:  by 
specifying  in  an  Application  Notice  in 
the  Federal  Register  national  needs  in 
rehabilitation  research,  which 
applicants  must  address  in  their  grant 
proposals.  National  needs  will  be 
identified  by  the  Secretary  on  an  annual 
basis  and  are  derived  from  the  long- 
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range  rehabilitation  research  planning 
process  required  by  Section  202(g)  of  the 
Act. 

Comment.  Two  commenters  from  a 
university  child  medical  center 
suggested  that  the  Secretary  should 
ensure  that  there  is  a  balance  of  projects 
funded  in  both  applied  and  basic 
research. 

Response.  NIHR  supports  both  basic 
and  applied  research.  Since  the  Act 
permits  basic  research  to  be  conducted 
only  where  related  to  rehabilitation 
techniques  or  services,  most  of  the 
research  supported  is  applied  research. 

Comment.  The  same  commenters 
suggested  that  priority  be  given  to 
research  that  would  develop  artificial 
limbs  for  children. 

Response.  The  Department  published 
an  Application  Notice  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  June  24, 1981  (46  FR  32848) 
soliciting  grant  proposals  for  new 
research  projects  in  fiscal  year  1981  in 
five  prioritized  research  areas,  one  of 
which  addresses  the  unmet  needs  of 
prosthetics  and  orthotics.  An  application 
focusing  on  children  could  be  submitted 
under  this  priority. 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  a 
mental  health  research  center  remarked 
that  the  role  of  NIHR  in  coordinating  all 
Federal  rehabilitation  research  through 
the  Interagency  Committee  on 
Handicapped  Research  was  not  covered 
in  the  NPRM. 

Response.  This  was  not  considered  an 
appropriate  matter  for  inclusion  within 
the  NIHR  regulations.  It  has  no  * 
relationship  to  requirements  imposed  on 
NIHR  applicants  or  grantees. 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  a 
university  school  of  education  suggested 
that  §  351.10(b)  should  include 
“Management  Planning  and  Evaluation 
in  the  State-Federal  Rehabilitation 
Program.” 

Response.  The  specialized  research 
authorities  listed  in  §  351.10(b)  are 
derived  from  the  Act  and  cannot  be 
revised  without  legislative  amendment. 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  a 
rehabilitation  research  center  faulted 
the  NPRM  for  not  distinguishing 
between  new  and  continuation  approval 
criteria. 

Response.  The  criteria  specified  in 
these  regulations  apply  only  to  approval 
of  new  projects.  Criteria  for  approval  of 
continuation  awards  are  contained  in  34 
CFR  75.253(a). 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  a 
Research  and  Training  Center  requested 
that  greater  clarification  be  made 
between  Research  and  Training  Centers 
under  34  CFR  Part  352  and  Model 
Training  Centers  under  34  CFR  Part  354. 

Response.  The  greatest  difference 
between  the  two  types  of  centers  is  their 


scope  of  responsibility.  Model  Training 
Centers  must  focus  their  activities  on 
evaluating  and  developing  the 
employment  potential  of  handicapped 
persons,  whereas  Research  and  Training 
Centers  can  concentrate  on  any  aspect 
of  rehabilitation  that  addresses  the 
needs  of  handicapped  persons  in  their 
geographic  area.  The  final  regulations 
clearly  distinguish  these  two  types  of 
centers. 

Comment  One  commenter  asked  if 
there  will  be  standard  criteria  for 
evaluating  jointly  funded  projects  under 
Section  204(b)(7)  of  the  Act. 

Response.  If  NIHR  is  designated  lead 
agency  and  holds  the  Competition  for  a 
jointly  funded  project  then  its  selection 
criteria  governing  jointly  funded  projects 
will  apply.  If  another  agency  is 
designated  lead  agency,  it  will  announce 
the  competition  and  its  criteria  will 
apply. 

Comment  One  commenter  asked 
what  was  meant  in  the  preamble  to  the 
NPRM  where  the  broadened  scope  of 
the  Institute’s  research  program  was 
discussed  and  the  following  words  were 
employed:  “Primary  beneficiaries  of  the 
Institute’s  research  programs  continue  to 
be  State  vocational  rehabilitation 
clients.” 

Response.  This  language  recognizes 
that  although  there  are  new  research 
authorities  in  Title  II  that  address  the 
specialized  rehabilitation  needs  of 
handicapped  children  or  individuals 
aged  sixty  or  older,  the  primary 
beneficiaries  of  much  of  the  Institute’s 
research  continue  to  be  State  agency 
vocational  rehabilitation  clients. 

Proposed  Rules 

Part  350— Handicapped  Research: 
General  Provisions 

Subpart  A — General 
§  350.1(a)  Handicapped  research. 

Comment  Three  commenters 
suggested  the  mission  of  NIHR  had  been 
reflected  too  narrowly  and  referred  to 
Section  200  of  the  Act  where  one  of  the . 
purposes  is  to  “increase  the  scientific 
and  technological  information  presently 
available  in  the  field  of  rehabilitation." 

Response.  Changes  have  been  made 
in  the  wording  of  this  section  to  reflect 
the  fact  that  the  research  authority  of 
Title  II  covers  research  in  other  areas 
besides  vocational  rehabilitation, 
including  independent  living,  and 
research  directed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
handicapped  children  and  handicapped 
persons  aged  sixty  or  older. 

§  350.4  Definitions. 

“Core  area  " 


Comment  “Core  area"  was  defined  in 
the  NPRM  as  “a  program  of  research  in 
which  entire  activity  is  planned  so  as  to 
contribute  in  a  sequential  or 
complementary  way  to  a  centralized 
body  of  knowledge  of  manageable 
scope.”  One  commenter  found  the  use  of 
the  phrase  “a  program  of  research” 
confusing. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted  and  the  definition  of  “core 
area”  has  been  rewritten  to  indicate  that  ■ 
it  means  a  discrete  area  of  research 
consisting  of  a  group  of  related  research 
projects  or  studies  rather  than  an  entire 
program  of  research. 

“Handicapped  individual" 

Comment.  The  essence  of  the 
comments  received  on  this  definition  are 
discussed  in  the  section  entitled  “Major 
Issues”  and  relates  to  whether  the  use  of 
the  Section  7(7)(A)  definition  of 
“handicapped  individual”  in  the 
regulations  is  inconsistent  with  the 
broad  rehabilitation  scope  of  the 
Institute’s  research  authority. 

Response.  The  term  “handicapped 
individual”  is  a  defined  statutory  term. 
The  Section  7(7)(A)  definition  applies  to 
Title  II  except  where  the  context 
indicates  otherwise.  For  example, 
research  programs  specifically 
benefitting  handicapped  children  or 
handicapped  persons  aged  sixty  or  older 
are  not  covered  by  this  definition.  The 
regulations  use  terms  other  than 
“handicapped  individual”  wherever  it  is 
possible  to  dQ  so. 

“Project  concept” 

Comment  One  commenter  suggested 
this  definition  should  be  made 
applicable  to  centers  as  well  as  projects. 

Response.  This  definition  has  been 
deleted  from  the  final  regulations  which 
govern  financial  assistance  by  the 
grants  mechanism.  The  Department 
believes  the  “project  or  center  concept” 
approach  to  soliciting  grant  proposals  is 
overly  prescriptive  and  does  not  allow 
applicants  sufficient  flexibility  to  design 
their  own  research  to  address  unmet 
rehabilitation  needs. 

“ Research ” 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
the  words  “on  a  continuum”  be  added  to 
the  last  sentence  of  this  definition. 

Response.  The  suggestion  has  been 
adopted.  The  definition  now  recognizes 
that  research  may  be  basic,  applied,  or  a 
combination  of  the  two. 

“Basic  research;"  “Applied  research  ” 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  the 
developmental  disability  field  felt  that 
the  definitions  of  these  two  terms  did 
not  sufficiently  distinguish  one  from  the 
other.  This  commenter  suggested  that 
the  essential  difference  between  basic 
and  applied  research  is  that  basic 
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research  is  undertaken  without 
reference  to  any  immediate  application 
or  use,  whereas  applied  research  always 
addresses  a  predetermined 
rehabilitation  problem  or  need. 

Response.  These  suggestions  were 
accepted  and  the  two  definitions  have 
been  revised  accordingly. 

“State  rehabilitation  agency" 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  a 
State  agency  suggested  that  the  term 
"designated  State  unit”  be  substituted  in 
the  regulations  for  the  term  “State 
rehabilitation  agency." 

Response.  This  comment  cannot  be 
accepted.  “Designated  State  unit”  is  a 
defined  statutory  term  that  has 
applicability  to  certain  titles  of  the  Act, 
but  not  Title  II.  “State  rehabilitation 
agency”  is  defined  in  these  regulations 
because  of  the  requirement  in  Section 
306(i)  of  the  Act  that  State  vocational 
rehabilitation  agencies  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  comment  on  applications 
for  grant  assistance. 

§  350.31  What  is  the  purpose  of  peer 
review? 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
the  purpose  of  peer  review  is  to  insure 
that  those  activities  supported  by  the 
Institute  are  of  the  highest  scientific, 
administrative  and  technical  quality. 

Response.  This  suggestion  was 
adopted  and  the  word  “and”  has  been 
substituted  for  the  word  "or." 

Comment.  One  commenter  called 
attention  to  the  requirement  in  the  Act 
(section  202(e))  that  peer  reviewers  must 
be  from  the  field  of  rehabilitation. 

Response.  This  was  an  inadvertent 
omission  from  the  proposed  regulations. 
The  final  regulations  reflect  this 
requirement. 

§  350.36  What  selection  criteria  does 
the  Secretary  use  in  reviewing  a  grant 
application? 

Comment.  It  was  noted  that  the 
section  numbers  in  Subpart  D  were  not 
consecutive,  and  it  was  confusing. 

Response.  This  was  an  oversight  and 
the  sections  in  Subpart  D  have  been 
renumbered.  This  section  is  now 
§  350.34. 

-Comment.  One  commenter  pointed  out 
that  in  a  situation  where  an  Application 
Notice  does  not  give  a  specific  project 
concept  but  rather  identifies  a  national 
need  and  leaves  it  to  each  applicant  to 
approach  the  solution  through  an 
individual  project  concept,  there  should 
be  a  way  to  weigh  the  relative 
importance  of  the  concept. 

Response.  This  idea  has  been 
accepted.  The  revised  criterion  entitled 
“national  need”  provides  a  basis  for 
evaluating  how  well  a  proposed  project 
or  center  addresses  an  identified 


national  need.  Consideration  is  given  to 
the  size  and  type  of  target  population 
expected  to  benefit  from  the  proposed 
research  and  the  nature  and  degree  of 
that  benefit. 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
that  there  should  be  a  separate  set  of 
selection  criteria  for  the  Research  and 
Training  Centers  Program. 

Response.  A  separate  set  of  selection 
criteria  has  been  developed  for  the 
Research  and  Training  Center  Program 
(34  CFR  352.31)  on  the  basis  of 
comments  received.  In  addition  to  the 
five  EDGAR  criteria  described  in  34  CFR 
75.202-206,  consideration  will  be  given 
to  relevance  to  a  national  need,  the 
program  of  the  center,  and  adequacy  of 
consumer  involvement. 

§  350.36(a)  Project  concept  or  national 
need. 

Comment.  Several  comments  from 
Research  and  Training  Centers  and  from 
two  professional  associations  within  the 
rehabilitation  field  suggested  that  the 
criterion  “literature  review"  should  be 
combined  with  this  criterion  because  an 
assessment  of  existing  research  in  the 
project  area  is  an  essential  first  task  in 
developing  a  sound  scientific  proposal. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  The  requirement  for  a 
literature  review  has  therefore  been 
combined  with  the  first  criterion  which 
has  been  retitled  “national  need.” 

§  350.36(b)  Research  design. 

Comment.  One  commenter,  a 
representative  of  a  research  committee 
from  a  professional  association  in  the 
rehabilitation  field,  suggested  the 
addition  of  the  word  "methods”  after  the 
word  "statistical”  in  §  350.36(b)(2)(v) 
and  the  addition  of  the  word  “proposed” 
before  the  word  “data”  in 
§  350.36(b)(2)(vi). 

Response.  These  suggestions  have  ' 
been  accepted  because  the  additions 
help  to  clarify  and  sharpen  the 
regulations. 

Comment.  This  same  commenter  and 
one  from  another  association  suggested 
a  lower  weight  for  the  criterion 
“research  design." 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  The  point  scores  for  some  of 
the  other  criteria  have  also  been 
adjusted. 

§  350.36(c)  Plan  of  operation. 

§  350.36(d)  Evaluation  plan. 

Comment.  One  commenter,  who  is  a 
research  scientist,  suggested  there  is 
some  duplication  between  these  criteria 
and  was  somewhat  unhappy  with  both. 

Response.  Previous  rulemaking  (34 
CFR  75.202-206,  Education  Department 
General  Administrative  Regulations) 


established  these  two  criteria,  among 
others,  as  essential  elements  in  any 
selection  criteria  used  by  programs 
within  this  Department.  Therefore  no 
change  can  be  made.  The  Department 
believes,  however,  that  these  two 
criteria  are  not  duplicative  and  are 
essential  elements  to  be  considered  in 
the  grant  making  process. 

§  350.36(g)  Research  utilization  plan. 

Comment.  One  commenter,  a  research 
utilization  specialist,  suggested 
combining  the  first  two  elements  of  this 
criterion  (what  will  be  delivered,  and 
format  of  delivery)  and  adding  other 
elements  that  address  important 
concerns  such  as  the  application  and 
costs  of  application  of  research  findings 
and  the  expected  effect  and  possible 
limits  of  utilization. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  The  result  is  an  expanded 
clearer  criterion  that  offers  more  helpful 
guidance  to  applicants  and  emphasizes 
practical  applications  of  any  research  to 
be  conducted. 

§  350.40  What  are  the  matching 
requirements? 

Comment.  One  reviewer  was 
concerned  that  there  is  no  specific 
percentage  of  matching  required  and 
that  the  degree  of  matching  might 
become  a  factor  in  project  evaluation 
and  selection. 

Response.  The  wording  of  this 
regulation  has  been  changed  to  make 
clear  that  the  degree  of  matching,  if  any, 
will  be  determined  at  the  time  of  the 
grant  award  and  is  not  part  of  any 
selection  criterion  or  selection  factor. 

§  351. 1  What  is  the  Research  and 
Demonstration  Projects  Program? 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
the  wording  of  this  introductory  clause 
would  be  more  accurate  if  the  first 
words  "A  research  project  under"  were 
deleted. 

Response.  This  suggestion  was 
adopted  to  more  accurately  express  the 
purposes  of  this  research  program. 

§  351.10(a)  What  types  of  projects  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Comment.  Two  commenters,  both 
from  professional  associations, 
suggested  the  words  “medical  and 
other”  be  deleted  from  the  beginning  of 
this  paragraph  and  the  word  “medical" 
inserted  after  the  words  “analysis  or  in 
the  second  clause  of  this  paragraph. 
This  was  suggested  as  a  way  of 
improving  the  awkwardness  of  the 
language. 

Response.  These  comments  were 
adopted. 
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Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
that  demographic  studies  should  be 
included  under  the  types  of  research  and 
demonstration  projects  able  to  be 
undertaken. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  Demographic  studies  can  be 
considered  to  be  “related  activities” 
which  hold  promise  of  increasing 
rehabilitation  knowledge,  as  authorized 
under  section  204(a)  of  the  Act. 

%  351.10(b)  Specialized  research 
activities. 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
the  addition  of  “Management,  Planning 
and  Evaluation  in  the  State-Federal 
Rehabilitation  Program”  to  the  list  of 
specialized  research  activities  in  this 
subparagraph. 

Response.  This  comment  cannot  be 
accepted  since  all  the  specialized 
research  activities  listed  in  the 
regulation  are  explicitly  authorized  by 
statute.  No  additions  can  be  made. 

§  351.31  What  selection  criteria  are 
used  under  this  program? 

Comment.  Comments  on  selection 
criteria  have  been  discussed  earlier  in 
this  analysis.  Only  two  commenters 
addressed  themselves  to  the  distribution 
of  weights  in  this  program.  Both 
suggested  a  concentration  of  weights  in 
the  first  two  criteria. 

Response.  It  was  not  possible  to  adopt 
the  exact  distribution  proposed,  but  the 
first  two  criteria  are  the  most  heavily 
weighted. 

§  352.1  What  is  the  Rehabilitation 
Research  and  Training  Center  Program? 

Comment.  One  reviewer  felt  this 
section  did  not  adequately  reflect  the 
purpose  of  section  204(b)(1)  of  the  Act. 

Response.  Revised  wording  has  been 
substituted  to  more  accurately  reflect 
the  three  major  statutory  purposes  of 
this  program. 

§  352. 2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Comment.  Because  the  description  of 
centers  in  §  352.10  does  not  authorize 
“j&int  projects  with  *  *  *  and  private 
industry,"  as  does  §  353.10(b),  one 
commenter  felt  that  the  Research  and 
Training  Centers  (RTC)  Program  was 
being  unnecessarily  limited. 

Response.  Section  352.4  cross 
references  §  350.4,  which  indicates  that 
grants  can  be  made  to  private  agencies 
(which  includes  private  industry).  Since 
the  RTC  program  can  only  support 
center  grants,  the  omission  of  the  words 
“joint  projects  with  *  *  *  and  private 
industry”  is  appropriate.  This  does  not 
preclude  an  RTC  grantee  from  engaging 
in  joint  research  activities  with  any 


organization  that  has  the  adequate 
expertise,  nor  does  it  preclude  NIHR 
from  making  a  grant  under  its  joint 
project  authority  (§  351.10)  with  private 
industry. 

Comment.  One  commenter  from  an 
RTC  suggested  that  “the  private  sector” 
should  not  be  candidates  for  RTC  grants 
since  that  would  compromise  the 
mission  and  efforts  of  current  grantees 
and  be  inconsistent  with  the  statutory 
requirement  that  centers  be  operated  in 
collaboration  with  institutions  of  higher 
education. 

Response.  Under  the  1978 
amendments  to  the  Act,  private  agencies 
and  organizations,  for  the  first  time,  are 
eligible  for  grant  assistance.  We  do  not 
believe  private  sector  eligibility  is 
inconsistent  with  the  purposes  or 
requirements  of  the  Research  and 
Training  Center  Program. 

§  352.10  What  types  of  centers  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Comment.  In  analyzing  the  comments 
on  this  section,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  requirement  that  Research  and 
Training  Centers  be  "operated  in 
collaboration  with  institutions  of  higher 
education”  had  been  inadvertently 
omitted  in  the  NPRM. 

Response.  This  requirement  has  been 
included  in  §  352.10(a)  of  the  final 
regulations. 

§  352.10(a) 

Comment.  Two  commenters,  each 
from  a  different  professional 
association,  expressed  confusion  about 
whether  centers  are  required  to  develop 
practical  applications  for  all  of  their 
research  findings,  including  those  in 
basic  research. 

Response.  Need  for  clarification  is 
accepted.  The  revised  regulation 
encourages,  but  does  not  require, 
grantees  to  develop  practical 
applications  for  all  research,  regardless 
of  its  nature. 

Comment.  One  commenter,  a 
university  based  director  of  training, 
suggested  that  requiring  RTCs  to 
conduct  research  based  on  the 
particular  needs  of  handicapped 
individuals  in  the  geographic  area 
served  by  the  center  seems  to  restrict 
certain  centers  which  have  activities  of 
a  national  scope. 

Response.  The  statute  requires  that 
centers  consider  the  rehabilitation  needs 
of  its  community  in  planning  its  program 
of  research.  This  does  not  preclude  the 
use  of  other  sources  of  needs 
identification  to  help  select  problems  for 
research  study.  The  fact  that  research  is 
tailored  to  the  needs  of  a  particular 
geographic  region  does  not  mean  it 


cannot  also  be  of  national  interest  or 
scope. 

Comment.  Three  commenters 
questioned  the  absence  of  any 
requirement  for  an  adivsory  council. 

Response.  This  suggestion  has  not 
been  accepted  because  of  the 
Department’s  ongoing  efforts  to  reduce 
regulatory  burdens  by  eliminating  from 
its  regulations  as  many  requirements  as 
possible  that  are  not  imposed  by  statute. 
Advisory  councils  are  not  required  by 
statute.  The  Department  appreciates  the 
value  of  communication  between 
centers  and  other  areas  of  the 
rehabilitation  community,  however,  and 
has  developed  a  new  selection  criterion 
which  evaluates  the  adequacy  of  these 
communications  without  requiring  any 
particular  communication  mechanism  or 
process. 

§  352.31  What  selection  criteria  are 
used  under  this  program? 

Comment.  A  number  of  commenters 
suggested  that  because  of  the  special 
nature  of  an  RTC  organization  and  its 
methods  of  research,  there  should  be  a 
separate  set  of  selection  criteria  for  this 
program. 

Response.  These  comments  have  been 
accepted.  Two  new  criteria  have  been 
developed  that  are  unique  to  the 
Research  and  Training  Center  program: 
“program  of  the  center,”  which  replaces 
“research  design,”  and  “adequacy  of 
consumer  involvement.” 

§  352.31(b)  Research  design. 

Comment.  Several  commenters  from 
Research  and  Training  Centers  and  from 
professional  associations  suggested  that 
this  criterion  was  inappropriate  for 
evaluation  of  a  proposal  to  fund  a 
Research  and  Training  Center  and  that 
it  be  replaced  by  a  criterion  which 
would  evaluate  the  “program  of  the 
center.”  This  criterion  would  consist  of 
such  elements  as  the  degree  to  which 
the  center’s  research  and  training 
activities  are  based  on  a  group  of 
related  research  core  areas  that  help  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  affected  target 
population;  the  soundness  of  the  center’s 
methodological  approach  to  conducting 
its  research;  and  the  degree  to  which 
research  results  will  be  assessed  in  a 
service  setting. 

Response.  This  comment  was 
accepted.  The  new  selection  criterion 
“program  of  the  center"  contains  most  of 
the  elements  suggested  by  the  various 
commenters. 

Comment.  Differences  of  opinion  were 
expressed  by  a  number  of  commenters 
about  the  weight  of  this  and  other 
selection  criteria.  In  general,  most 
expressed  the  view  that  the  first 
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criterion  should  have  a  higher  point 
score  and  the  second  criterion  a  lower 
one. 

Response.  Five  points  were  added  to 
the  first  criterion  and  five  removed  from 
the  second  criterion. 

§  352.36(g)  Research  utilization  plan. 

Comment.  Three  commenters  from 
Research  and  Training  Centers  ” 
requested  that  this  criterion  be 
eliminated  and  its  elements  subsumed 
within  the  criterion  "program  of  the 
center.” 

Response.  This  comment  was 
accepted.  Those  aspects  of  research 
utilization  that  relate  to  disseminating 
information  and  encouraging  the  use  of 
research  results  are  now  contained  in 
the  newly  developed  criterion  "program 
of  the  center.” 

Comment.  Several  comments  from 
Research  and  Training  Center  groups 
asked  that  an  additional  criterion  be 
developed  for  Research  and  Training 
Centers  that  requires  each  center  to 
have  an  advisory  council  and  that 
assesses  the  adequacy  of  that  council  in 
terms  of  broad-based  membership  and 
its  ability  to  provide  linkages  with  the 
rehabilitation  community.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  for  many  years  this  program  has 
required  each  Research  and  Training 
Center  to  have  an  advisory  council  in 
order  to  assist  in  identifying  research 
and  training  priorities  and  in 
communicating  the  research  findings 
that  result  from  the  center’s  activities. 

Response.  These  comments  have  been 
partially  accepted.  A  new  criterion 
entitled  "adequacy  of  consumer 
involvement"  has  been  developed  which 
largely  reflects  the  concerns  of  the 
commenters  without  specifying  what 
particular  mechanism  should  be  used  to 
facilitate  grantee  communication  and 
linkages  with  the  rehabilitation 
community. 

§  353.10(a)  What  types  of  projects  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
adding  language  to  this  section  that 
would  indicate  that  Rehabilitation 
Engineering  Centers  can  conduct 
research  in  independent  living  or 
research  related  to  the  rehabilitation  of 
handicapped  persons  aged  sixty  or 
older. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted  and  the  regulations  now 
indicate  that  rehabilitation  research  of 
all  types  and  benefitting  persons  of  any 
age  can  be  conducted. 

§  353.31  What  selection  criteria  are 
used  under  this  program? 

Comment  Two  commenters  from 
Research  and  Training  Centers 


suggested  that  the  selection  criteria  for 
the  Rehabilitation  Engineering  Program 
should  be  the  same  as  that  for  the 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Center  Program. 

Response.  Because  the  Rehabilitation 
Engineering  Program  [which  contains  all 
the  engineering  and  technology  research 
of  the  Institute)  funds  both  projects  and 
centers  whose  research  is  technological 
in  nature,  it  is  felt  that  the  criterion 
“research  design”  is  more  appropriate  to 
this  program  than  the  criterion  “program 
of  the  center.”  Therefore  these 
suggestions  are  not  accepted. 

§  354.10  What  types  of  centers  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
that  many  of  the  provisions  in  this 
section  were  overly  prescriptive  and 
should  be  removed  from  the  regulations. 

Response.  This  comment  was 
accepted.  The  description  of  center 
activities  has  been  streamlined  and  now 
reflects  only  those  requirements 
imposed  by  statute  or  considered 
programmatically  essential. 

§  354.31  What  selection  criteria  are 
used  under  this  program? 

Comment.  One  commenter,  an 
administrator,  suggested  that  because  of 
the  similarity  of  this  program  to  the  RTC 
program  (34  CFR  Part  352)  there  should 
be  similar  selection  criteria. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  The  selection  criteria  for  the 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Center  Program  and  the  Model  Research 
and  Training  Program  are  virtually 
identical  as  are  the  point  scores  for  each 
criterion. 

§  355.10  What  types  of  activities  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Comment.  One  commenter,  an 
administrator,  noted  that  one  important 
aspect  of  Section  204(b)(5)  of  the  Act  is 
international  information  exchange  and 
observed  that  the  NPRM  description  of 
authorized  activities  under  34  CFR  Part 
355  did  not  include  any  reference  to  this 
activity.  It  was  suggested  that  this 
omission  be  corrrected. 

Response.  This  comment  has  been 
accepted.  §  355.10  now  indicates  that 
authorized  activities  under  the 
Knowledge  Dissemination  and 
Utilization  Program  include  domestic 
and  international  research  utilization 
and  information  exhange. 

§  356.41  Employment  during  fellowship 
period. 

Comment.  Only  one  comment  was 
received  on  the  fellowship  program  as 
described  in  the  NPRM.  That  commenter 
(an  assocation  representative) 
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interpreted  the  requirement  that 
research  fellows  be  engaged  full  time  on 
fellowship  activities  to  prohibit  study 
during  the  fellowship  period 
Response.  A  change  has  been  made  in 
this  regulation  to  indicate  that  research 
fellows  may  work  part  time  if  agreed  to 
by  the  Secretary  at  the  time  of  the 
award.  Normally,  however,  research 
fellows  are  expected  to  work  full  time 
on  authorized  fellowship  activities. 
Authorized  activities  may  include  some 
training  or  educational  study  if 
consistent  with  the  overall  purpose  of 
the  fellowship  program  which  is  to 
obtain  the  assistance  of  highly  qualified 
individuals  to  perform  rehabilitation 
research  activities.  The  research 
fellowship  program  is  not  intended  to  be 
a  student  support  program. 

The  Secretary  amends  Title  34  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by 
removing  Subpart  D  of  Part  362  and 
adding  new  Parts  350,  351,  352,  353,  354. 
355  and  56  to  read  as  follows: 

PART  350 — HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

350.1  Handicapped  research. 

350.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
these  programs? 

350.3  What  regulations  apply  to  these 
programs? 

350.4  What  definitions  apply  to  these 
programs? 

Subpart  B — (Reserved] 

Subpart  C — How  Does  One  Apply  for  a 
Grant? 

350.20  What  are  the  application  procedures 
for  these  programs? 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

350.30  To  whom  does  the  Secretary  refer  an 
application? 

350.31  What  is  the  purpose  of  peer  review? 

350.32  What  is  the  composition  of  a  peer 
review  panel? 

350.33  How  does  the  Secretary  evaluate  an 
application? 

350.34  What  selection  criteria  does  the 
Secretary  use  in  reviewing  a  grant 
application? 

Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Apply  to  a 
Grantee? 

350.40  What  are  the  matching  requirements? 

Authority.  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L.  93-112),  as  amended  by  Pub. 
L.  95-602(29  U.S.C.  700-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966). 

Subpart  A— General 

§  350.1  Handicapped  research. 

(a)  The  purposes  of  activities  funded 
by  the  Institute  are  to — 
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(1)  Support  the  conduct  of  research 
and  demonstration  projects,  centers,  and 
related  activities  that  address 
rehabilitation  problems  in  areas  ranging 
from  vocational  rehabilitation  to 
independent  living,  including  programs 
of  rehabilitation  for  handicapped 
children  and  handicapped  persons  aged 
sixty  or  older  and  programs  that  train 
persons  who  provide  rehabilitation 
services  or  conduct  research; 

(2)  Facilitate  the  distribution  of 
information  concerning  developments  in 
rehabilitation  procedures,  methods,  and 
devices; 

(3)  Improve  the  distribution  of 
technological  devices  and  equipment  for 
handicapped  individuals  and  other 
handicapped  persons;  and 

(4)  Increase  the  scientific  and 
technological  information  presently 
available  in  the  field  of  rehabilitation 
through  the  support  of  applied  research 
and  basic  research  where  related  to 
rehabilitation  techniques  or  services; 

(b)  The  Secretary  awards  financial 
assistance  through  six  types  of 
programs — 

(1)  Research  and  demonstration 
projects  (34  CFR  Part  351); 

(2)  Research  grants  for  establishment 
and  operation  of  rehabilitation  research 
and  training  centers  (34  CFR  Part  352); 

(3)  Research  grants  for  establishment 
and  operation  of  rehabilitation 
engineering  programs  (34  CFR  Part  353); 

(4)  Research  grants  for  establishment 
and  operation  of  model  training  centers 
(34  CFR  Part  354); 

(5)  Knowledge  dissemination  and 
research  utilization  projects  (34  CFR 
Part  355);  and 

(6)  Research  fellowships  (34  CFR  Part 
356). 

(Secs.  200  and  204;  (209  U.S.C.  760  and  762)) 

§  350.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  these  programs?  „ 

The  following  agencies  and 
organizations  are  eligible  for  grants  or 
contracts  as  appropriate  under  these 
programs; 

(a)  State  and  public  agencies  or 
organizations; 

(b)  Private  agencies  or  organizations; 
and 

(c)  Institutions  of  higher  education. 
(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§  350.3  What  regulations  apply  to  these 
programs? 

The  following  regulations  apply  to 
grants  under  the  Handicapped  Research 
Programs — 

(a)  The  Education  Department 
General  Administrative  Regulations 
(EDGAR)  in  34  CFR  Part  75  (Direct 
Grant  Programs)  and  34  CFR  Part  77 
(Definitions); 


(b)  The  regulations  in  this  Part,  34  CFR 
Part  350; 

(c)  The  regulations  in  34  CFR  Parts 
351,  352,  353,  354,  or  355,  as  appropriate; 
and 

(d)  The  regulations  in  45  CFR  Part  46 
(Protection  of  Human  Subjects). 

(Secs.  202,  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a,  762)) 

§  350.4  What  definitions  apply  to  these 
programs? 

(a)  The  following  definitions  in  34  CFR 
Part  77  apply  to  the  programs  under 
Handicapped  Research — 

Applicant. 

Application. 

Award. 

Budget  Period. 

Department. 

EDGAR. 

Grant  Period. 

Nonprofit. 

Nonpublic. 

Preschool. 

Private. 

Project. 

Project  Period. 

Public. 

Secretary. 

State. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

(b)  The  following  definitions  also 
apply  to  programs  under  Handicapped 
Research — 

"Act”  means  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973  (Public  Law  93-112),  as  amended. 
(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

“ Core  area" means  a  discrete  area  of 
research  consisting  of  a  group  of  related 
research  projects  or  studies  which 
contribute  cumulatively  to  the  resolution 
of  practical  rehabilitation  problems. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

"Demonstration" means  the 
application  of  results  derived  from 
previous  research,  testing,  or  practice 
for  purposes  of  establishing  the 
reliability,  indicating  the  validity,  or 
determining  the  cost  effectiveness  of 
new  rehabilitation  procedures. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

"Development”  means  the  systematic 
use  of  knowledge  and  understanding 
gained  from  research,  directed  toward 
creating  useful  materials,  devices, 
systems,  or  methods,  including  design 
and  development  of  prototypes  and 
processes. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

"Director”  means  Director  of  the 
National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)((l))) 

"Fellowship"  means  a  financial  award 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  highly 


qualified  research  fellows  from  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries.  It  is 
not  a  grant. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

"Handicapped  individual"  means  any 
individual  who  (1)  has  a  physical  or 
mental  disability  which  for  such 
individual  constitutes  or  results  in  a 
substantial  handicap  to  employment; 
and  (2)  can  reasonably  be  expected  to 
benefit  in  terms  of  employability  from 
the  provision  of  vocational 
rehabilitation  services. 

(Sec.  7(7)a;  (29  U.S.C.  706(7)(A})) 

"Institute"  means  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research. 

(Sec.  202(a);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(a))} 

.  "Research" means  intensive 
systematic  study  directed  toward  new 
or  fuller  scientific  knowledge  or 
understanding  of  the  subject  or  problem 
studied.  Research  is  classified  on  a 
continuum  from  basic  to  applied. 

(1)  "Basic  research"  is  research  in 
which  the  investigator  is  concerned 
primarily  with  gaining  new  knowledge 
or  understanding  of  a  subject  without 
reference  to  any  immediate  application 
or  utility. 

(2)  "Applied research" is  research  in 
which  the  investigator  is  primarily 
interested  in  developing  new 
knowledge,  information  or 
understanding  which  can  be  applied  to  a 
predetermined  rehabilitation  problem  or 
need.  Applied  research  builds  on 
selected  findings  from  basic  research. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

"Research  utilization" means 
activities  seeking  to  link  research 
findings  to  practical  applications  in 
planning,  policy-making,  program 
administration,  and  service  practice  in 
the  delivery  of  services  to  handicapped 
persons. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l)» 

"State  rehabilitation  agency"  means 
the  sole  State  agency  designated  to 
administer  (or  supervise  local 
administration  of)  the  State  plan  for 
vocational  rehabilitation  services.  The 
term  includes  the  State  agency  for  the 
blind,  if  designated  as  the  State  agency 
with  respect  to  that  part  of  the  plan 
relating  to  the  vocational  rehabilitation 
of  blind  individuals. 

(Sec.  101(a)(1)(A);  (29  U.S.C.  721(a)(1)(A))) 

"Target population" means  the  group 
of  individuals,  organizations,  or  other 
entities  expected  to  be  affected  by  the 
results  of  specific  research.  More  than 
one  target  group  may  be  involved  since 
research  results  may  affect  those  who 
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receive  services,  provide  services,  or 
administer  services. 

(Sec.  202(i}(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i}{lJ)) 

‘Training"  means  a  planned  and 
systematic  sequence  of  instruction 
under  competent  supervision  which  is 
designed  to  impart  predetermined  shills 
and  knowledge. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  7Bla(i)(1))) 

Subpart  B  [Reserved] 

Subpart  C— How  Does  One  Apply  for  a 
Grant? 

§  350.20  What  are  the  application 
procedures  for  these  programs? 

An  applicant  for  assistance  under  34 
CFR  Parts  351,  352,  353,  354,  or  355  shall 
submit  a  copy  of  the  application  to  the 
State  rehabilitation  agency  for  comment 
in  accordance  with  the  procedures  in 
EDGAR  §§  75.155-75.159. 

(Secs.  204c,  306(i);  (29  U.S.C.  762(c),  766(a))) 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  350.30  To  whom  does  the  Secretary 
refer  an  application? 

The  Secretary  refers  each  application 
for  a  grant  under  the  Handicapped 
Research  Programs  to  a  peer  review 
panel  established  by  the  Secretary.  Peer 
review  panels  review  applications  for 
the  Secretary  on  the  basis  of  selection 
criteria  described  in  §  §  350.34,  352.31, 
354.31,  or  355.31,  as  appropriate. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e))) 

§  350.31  What  is  the  purpose  of  peer 
review? 

The  purpose  of  peer  review  is  to 
insure  that  those  activities  supported  by 
the  Institute  are  of  the  highest  scientific, 
administrative,  and  technical  quality 
and  that  the  results  may  be  widely 
applied  to  appropriate  target 
populations  and  rehabilitation  problems. 
(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e))) 

§  350.32  What  is  the  composition  of  a  peer 
review  panel? 

(a)  To  the  maximum  extent  possible, 
the  Secretary  selects  as  members  of  a 
peer  review  panel  non-Federal  scientists 
and  other  experts  in  the  field  of 
rehabilitation  qualified  by  training  an<) 
experience  of  a  particular  scientific, 
administrative,  or  technical  nature  to 
give  expert  advice  on  the  merit  of  grant 
applications. 

(b)  In  selecting  an  individual  for 
membership  on  a  peer  review  panel,  the 
Secretary  takes  into  account,  among 
other  factors,  the  following: 

(1)  The  level  of  formal  scientific  or 
technical  education  completed  by  the 
individual; 


(2)  The  extent  to  which  the  individual 
has  engaged  in  scientific,  technical,  or 
administrative  activities  appropriate  to 
the  category  of  applications  that  the 
panel  will  consider,  the  role  of  the 
individual  in  those  activities,  and  the 
quality  of  those  activities;  and 

(3)  The  recognition  received  by  the 
individual  as  reflected  by  awards  and 
other  honors  from  scientific  and 
professional  agencies  and  organizations 
outside  the  Department. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e))) 

§  350.33  How  does  the  Secretary  evaluate 
an  application? 

(a)  The  Secretary  evaluates  an 
application  under  34  CFR  Parts  351  and 
353  on  the  basis  of  the  selection  criteria 
in  §  350.34.  The  Secretary  evaluates  an 
application  under  34  CFR  Parts  352,  354, 
or  355  on  the  basis  of  the  selection 
criteria  in  §§  352.31,  354.31  or  355.31,  as 
appropriate. 

(b)  The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100 
possible  points  for  these  criteria. 

(c)  The  maximum  possible  score  for 
each  criterion  is  indicated  in  parenthesis 
after  the  descriptive  title  of  the  criterion. 
For  some  of  the  criteria  there  is  also  a 
designation  of  the  maximum  score 
assigned  to  each  of  the  component 
elements  of  those  criteria. 

(Sec.  202e;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e)))  ~ 

§  350.34  What  selection  criteria  does  the 
Secretary  use  in  reviewing  grant 
applications? 

The  selection  criteria  to  be  used  for 
evaluating  applications  under  the 
Research  and  Demonstration  Projects 
Program  (34  CFR  Part  351)  and  the 
Rehabilitation  Engineering  Program  (34 
CFR  Part  353)  are  described  as  follows: 

(a)  National  need  (20  points)  (1)  The 
Secretary  reviews  each  application  for 
information  that  shows  how  well  the 
proposed  project  or  center  will  address 
a  national  need  identified  in  an 
Application  Notice  published  in  the 
Federal  Register. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  An  adequate  review  of  the 
literature  showing  what  research  has 
already  been  conducted  in  areas  related 
to  the  identified  national  need  (5  of  the 
20  points); 

(ii)  The  size  and  type  of  target 
population(s)  expected  to  benefit  from 
the  proposed  research  (5  of  the  20 
points);  and 

(iii)  The  nature  and  degree  of  that 
benefit  (impact  on  the  target 
population(s))  (10  of  the  20  points); 

(b)  Research  design  (25  points).  (1) 

The  Secretary  reviews  each  application 
for  information  that  shows  the  quality  of 


the  research  design  of  the  project  or 
center. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(1)  Clarity  and  achievability  of  the 
project  or  center  objectives  (5  of  the  26 
points); 

(h)  Validity  of  the  procedures  to  bo 
utilized  in  achieving  each  objective  (4  of 
the  25  points); 

(iii)  Precise  definitions  of  terms  where 
necessary  (4  of  the  25  points); 

(iv)  Description  of  subject  population 
and  appropriateness  of  sample  size  (4  of 
the  25  points); 

(v)  Appropriateness  of  statistical 
methods  and  instruments  to  be  used  (4 
of  the  25  points);  and 

(vi)  Adequacy  of  proposed  data 
analysis  and  basis  for  the  conclusions 
reached  (4  of  the  25  points). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (5  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Research  utilization  plan  (10 
points).  (1)  The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
the  quality  of  the  research  utilization 
plan. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  The  format  in  which  results, 
findings,  or  outcomes  will  be 
disseminated  to  the  rehabilitation 
community; 

(ii)  How  the  research  results  may  be 
applied  and  the  costs  of  its  application; 

(iii)  The  expected  effect  of  using  the 
research  findings; 

(iv)  The  possible  limitation  of  the 
findings  and  any  other  factors  that  might 
promote  or  inhibit  its  use;  and 

(v)  The  degree  of  effort  needed  and 
the  means  necessary  to  promote  the 
adoption  of  the  findings. 

(h)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (5 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(Secs.  202(e)  and  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e) 
and  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Apply  to 
a  Grantee? 

§  350.40  What  are  the  matching 
requirements? 

(^)  The  Secretary  may  make  grants  to 
pay  for  part  of  the  costs  of  research  and 
demonstration  projects  which  bear 
directly  on  the  development  of 
procedures,  methods,  and  devices  to 
assist  in  the  provision  of  vocational  and 
other  rehabilitation  services.  Each 
grantee  must  participate  in  the  costs  of 
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such  projects.  The  specific  amount  of 
cost  sharing  to  be  borne  by  each  grantee 
will  be  negotiated  at  the  time  of  the 
award  and  is  not  a  factor  to  be 
considered  in  the  selection  process. 

(b)  The  Secretary  may  make  grants  to 
pay  for  part  or  all  of  the  costs  of  the 
following  activities:  establishment  and 
support  of  Rehabilitation  Research  and 
Training  Centers,  Rehabilitation 
Engineering  Centers,  and  Model 
Training  Centers:  research  projects 
concerned  with  spinal  cord  injury,  end- 
stage  renal  disease,  telecommunications, 
rehabilitation  of  handicapped  children 
and  handicapped  individuals  who  are 
aged  sixty  or  older,  attracting  and 
retaining  rehabilitation  professionals  in 
rural  areas,  producing  and  distributing 
captioned  video  cassettes  for  deaf 
individuals,  and  innovative  methods  of 
providing  services  for  handicapped 
children  and  their  parents;  joint  projects 
with  other  Federal  agencies  and  private 
industry:  and  international  programs  of 
research,  demonstration,  training, 
exchange  of  experts  and  technical 
assistance.  The  Secretary  will  determine 
at  the  time  of  the  award  whether  the 
grantee  must  pay  a  portion  of  the  project 
or  center  costs. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)} 

PART  351— HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  RESEARCH  AND 
DEMONSTRATION  PROJECTS 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

351.1  What  is  the  Research  and 
Demonstration  Projects  Program? 

351.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

351.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

351.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Support  Under  This 
Program? 

351.10  What  types  of  projects  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

351.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted  under 
this  program? 

351.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

351.32  What  are  the  priorities  for  funding 
under  this  program? 

Authority:  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L  93-112)  as  amended  by  Pub. 
L  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762:  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966) 


Subpart  A— General 

§351.1  What  is  the  research  and 
demonstration  projects  program? 

This  program  is  designed — 

(a)  To  assist  in  the  provision  of 
vocational  and  other  rehabilitation 
services  to  handicapped  individuals, 
especially  the  most  severely 
handicapped,  through  planning  and 
conducting  of  research  and 
demonstration  projects,  and  specialized 
research  activities; 

(b)  To  cooperate  with  and  assist  in 
developing  and  sharing  information 
found  useful  in  other  nations  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  handicapped 
individuals;  and 

(c)  To  assist  in  development  of  x 
solutions  to  problems  encountered  by 
handicapped  individuals  in  their  daily 
activities,  especially  problems  related  to 
employment. 

(Secs.  202(g)(1);  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g)(l), 

762)) 

§351.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Those  agencies  and  organizations 
eligible  to  apply  under  this  program  are 
described  in  34  CFR  350.2. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§35 1 .3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  regulations  referenced  in  34  CFR 
350.3  apply  to  this  program. 

(Secs.  202  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a,  762)) 

§351.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Support  Under 
This  Program? 

§  351.10  What  types  of  projects  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

The  Research  and  Demonstration 
Projects  Program  provides  financial 
assistance  for  the  following  types  of 
projects — 

(a)  Research  and  demonstration 
projects  as  follows — 

Scientific,  technical,  methodological, 
and  other  investigations  into  the  nature 
of  disability,  methods  of  analyzing  it, 
and  restorative  techniques,  including 
basic  research  where  related  to 
rehabilitation  techniques  or  services; 
studies  and  analyses  of  medical, 
industrial,  vocational,  social, 
psychiatric,  psychological,  economic 
and  other  factors  affecting  rehabilitation 
of  handicapped  individuals;  research 
concerned  with  the  special  problems  of 


homebound  and  institutionalized 
individuals;  other  research  related  to 
problems  encountered  by  handicapped 
individuals  in  their  daily  activities, 
especially  problems  related  to 
employment;  and  demographic  studies 
of  handicapped  individuals. 

(b)  Specialized  research  activities  as 
follows — 

(1)  Spinal  cord  injury  research  and 
demonstrations; 

(2)  End-stage  renal  disease  research 
and  demonstrations; 

(3)  International  research, 
demonstrations,  training,  and  exchange 
of  experts  and  technical  assistance 
except  when  related  to  technology, 
engineering,  research  utilization,  or 
research  dissemination; 

(4)  Joint  projects  with  other  Federal 
agencies  and  private  industry  except 
when  related  to  technology  or 
engineering; 

(5)  Research  related  to  handicapped 
children  and  handicapped  individuals 
aged  60  years  and  older; 

(6)  Projects  to  develop  and 
demonstrate  methods  to  attract  and 
retain  professionals  to  serve  in  rural 
areas  in  the  rehabilitation  of 
handicapped  individuals;  and 

(7)  Research  and  demonstration 
projects  related  to  the  provision  of 
services,  to  handicapped  preschool 
children. 

(Sec-,  204(a),  204(b)  (3)-(5).  204(b)  (7)-(9), 
204(u)(ll),  202(b)(8);  29  U.S.C.  762(a),  762(b) 
(3)— (5),  762(b)  (7)— (9),  762(b)(ll),  761a(b)(8)) 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  351.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted 
under  this  program? 

Peer  review  is  conducted  under  this 
program  in  accordance  with  34  CFR 
350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e)) 

§  351.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

(a )  National  need  (20  points).  See 
§  350.34(a). 

(b)  Research  design  (25  points).  See 
§  350.34(b). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (5  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Research  utilization  plan  (10 
points).  See  §  350.34(g). 
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(h)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (5 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100 
possible  points  under  these  criteria.) 

(Secs.  202(e)  and  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e) 
and  761a(i}(l)) 

§  351.32  What  are  the  priorities  for 
funding  under  this  program? 

(a)  The  Secretary  may  from  time  to 
time  reserve  funds  to  support  some  or 
all  of  the  types  of  projects  listed  in 
§351.10. 

(b)  The  Secretary  advises  the  public  of 
these  priorities  through  an  Application 
Notice  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 
(Secs.  202(g),  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g),  762)) 

Part  352— Handicapped  Research: 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Centers 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

352.1  What  is  the  Rehabilitation  Research 
and  Training  Centers  program? 

352.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

352.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

352.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Assist  Under  This 
Program? 

352.10  What  types  of  centers  are  authorized 
under  this  program? 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

352.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted  under 
this  program? 

352.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

352.32  What  are  the  priorities  for  funding 
under  this  program? 

Authority:  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L  93-112),  as  amended  by  Pub. 
L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966). 

Subpart  A— General 

§  352.1  What  is  the  rehabilitation  research 
and  training  centers  program? 

This  program  is  designed  to  support 
the  establishment  and  operation  of 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Centers  for  the  purpose  of — 

(a)  Providing  training  (including 
graduate  training)  to  research  and  other 
rehabilitation  personnel  and  to  assist 
individuals  to  more  effectively  provide 
rehabilitation  services;  and 

(b)  Conducting  coordinated  and 
advanced  programs  of  rehabilitation 
research. 

(Sec.  204(b)(1);  (29  U.S.C.  762(b)(1))) 


§  352.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Those  agencies  and  organizations 
eligible  to  apply  under  this  program  are 
described  in  34  CFR  350.2. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§  352.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  regulations  referenced  in  34  CFR 
350.3  apply  to  this  program. 

(Secs.  202  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a,  762)) 

§  352.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Assist  Under 
This  Program? 

§  352.10  What  types  of  centers  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

(a)  Rehabilitation  research  and 
training  centers  must  be  operated  in 
collaboration  with  institutions  of  higher 
education  and  must  be  associated  with 
a  rehabilitation  service  setting  which 
fosters  a  close  working  relationship 
between  researchers  service  delivery 
personnel,  and  service  recipients.  Each 
center  must  conduct  a  program  of 
research  and  training  activities. 

(b)  The  research  to  be  conducted  at  • 
each  center  shall  be  determined  on  the 
basis  of  the  particular  needs  of 
handicapped  individuals  in  the 
geographic  area  served  by  the  center.  It 
may  include  basic  research,  where 
related  to  identifiable  rehabilitation 
techniques  or  services,  and  applied 
rehabilitation  research;  research 
regarding  the  medical,  psychological, 
and  social  aspects  of  rehabilitation;  and 
research  related  to  vocational 
rehabilitation,  independent  living,  and 
the  rehabilitation  of  handicapped 
children  and  handicapped  individuals 
aged  sixty  or  older.  Each  center  is 
encouraged  to  develop  practical 
applications  for  all  of  its  research 
findings. 

(c)  The  purpose  of  training  programs 
at  a  center  is  to  disseminate  and 
encourage  the  utilization  of  new 
rehabilitation  knowledge,  findings  and 
techniques  resulting  from  its  research 
activities.  These  goals  may  be 
accomplished  by  introducing 
rehabilitation  education  into  related 
University  undergraduate  and  graduate 
curricula  and  by  providing  short-term, 
in-service  and  continuing  education 
training  programs  to  improve  the  skills 
of  professionals,  paraprofessionals, 
consumers,  parents,  and  other  personnel 
involved  in  rehabilitation. 


(d)  A  center  may  use  part  of  its  grant 
funds  to  provide  to  handicapped 
individuals  services  that  are  connected 
with  its  research  and  training  activities. 
(Sec.  204(b)(1);  (29  U.S.C.  762(b)(1))) 

Subpart  C — [Reserved] 

Subpart  D — How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  352.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted 
under  this  program? 

Peer  review  is  conducted  under  this 
program  in  accordance  with  34  CFR 
350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C  761a(e))) 

§  352.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

(a)  National  need  (10  points).  See 
§  350.34(a). 

(b)  Program  of  the  center  (30  points). 
(1)  The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
the  quality  of  the  proposed  center 
program. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — (i)  The  degree 
to  which  the  research  and  training 
activities  of  the  center  are  based  upon  a 
group  of  related  research  core  areas  that 
help  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  target 
population(s)  it  serves  (6  of  the  30 
points); 

(ii)  The  scientific  validity  of  the 
center’s  methodological  approach  to 
conducting  its  research  and  training  (6 
of  the  30  points); 

(iii)  The  degree  to  which  research 
results  will  be  assessed  in  a  service 
setting  (6  of  the  30  points): 

(iv)  The  adequacy  of  procedures  for 
disseminating  research  results  (6  of  the 
30  points);  and 

(v)  The  degree  to  which  the  center  will 
encourage  the  use  of  new  knowledge, 
technology  and  devices  in  a  variety  of 
service  settings  (6  of  the  30  points). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (10  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(h)  Adequacy  of  consumer 
involvement  (5  points). 

(1)  The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
the  adequacy  of  procedures  for  securing 
advice  from  and  transmitting 
information  to  appropriate  members  of 
the  rehabilitation  community. 
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(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  The  nature  and  extent  of 
communications  with  representatives  of 
rehabilitation  related  public  and 
voluntary  agencies,  labor,  industry, 
consumers.  State  rehabilitation 
agencies,  other  appropriate  agencies, 
and  regional  offices  of  RSA;  and 

(ii)  The  degree  to  which  these 
communications  can  assist  the  center  in 
identifying  research  and  training 
priorities  and  in  sharing  the  results  of  its 
research  and  training  activities. 

(The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100  possible 
points  under  these  criteria) 

(Secs.  202(e)  and  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e) 
and  761a(i)(l))) 

§  352.32  What  are  the  priorities  for 
funding  under  this  program? 

(a)  The  Secretary  may  from  time  to 
time  reserve  funds  to  support  some  or 
all  of  the  types  of  centers  listed  in  34 
CFR  352.10. 

(b)  The  Secretary  advises  the  public  of 
these  priorities  through  an  Application 
Notice  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(Secs.  202(g)  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g)  and 
762)) 

PART  353— HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  REHABILITATION 
ENGINEERING  PROGRAM 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

353.1  What  is  the  Rehabilitation  Engineering 
Program? 

353.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

353.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

353.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Support  Under  This 
Program? 

353.10  What  kinds  of  centers  and  projects 
are  authorized  under  this  program? 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

353.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted  under 
this  program? 

353.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

353.32  What  are  the  priorities  for  funding 
under  this  program? 

Authority;  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L.  93-112),  as  amended  by  Pub. 
L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966) 

Subpart  A— General 

§  353.1  What  is  the  rehabilitation 
engineering  program? 

This  program  is  designed  to  support — 

(a)  Development  of  innovative  methods 


of  applying  advanced  medical 
technology,  scientific  achievement,  and 
psychiatric,  psychological,  and  social 
knowledge  to  solve  rehabilitation 
problems; 

(b)  Development  of  systems  of 
technical  and  engineering  information 
exchange  and  coordination;  and 

(c)  Improvement  in  the  distribution  of 
technology  devices  and  equipment  to 
handicapped  individuals. 

(Secs.  200(3),  204(b)(2);  (29  U.S.C.  760(3), 
762(b)(2))) 

§  353.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Those  agencies  and  organizations 
eligible  to  apply  under  this  program  are 
set  forth  in  34  CFR  350.2. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§  353.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  regulations  referenced  in  34  CFR 
350.3  apply  to  this  program. 

(Secs.  202  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a  and  762)) 

§  353.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l):  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Support  Under 
This  Program? 

§  353. 1 0  What  types  of  projects  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

The  Rehabilitation  Engineering 
Research  program  provides  financial 
assistance  for — 

(a)  Establishment  and  support  of 
Rehabilitation  Engineering  Research 
Centers. 

(i)  Each  center  must  be  located  in  a 
clinical  rehabilitation  setting  which 
fosters  a  close  working  relationship 
between  researchers,  service  delivery 
personnel  and  service  recipients; 

(ii)  Centers  must  cooperate  with  State 
and  other  appropriate  agencies  in 
developing  systems  of  information 
exchange  and  coordination  to  promote 
the  prompt  utilization  of  research 
findings; 

(iii)  Centers  may  conduct  research 
concerning  the  medical  management  of 
disabling  conditions,  the  individual’s 
adjustment  to  functional  limitations  and 
to  the  environment,  service  delivery 
systems,  or  other  research  of  an 
engineering  or  technological  nature, 
including  basic  research  where  related 
to  rehabilitation  techniques  or  services; 
and 

(iv)  The  research  activities  of  a  center 
may  address  the  rehabilitation  problems 
of  handicapped  persons  of  any  age. 


(b)  Research  and  demonstration 
projects  of  an  engineering  or 
technological  nature  as  follows — 

(i)  Studies,  analyses,  and 
demonstrations  of  architectural  and 
engineering  design  adapted  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  handicapped 
individuals,  and  projects  to  reduce 
environmental  barriers; 

(ii)  Cooperative  research  projects  with 

public  or  private  agencies  and 
organizations  to  produce  new  equipment 
and  devices  for  solving  rehabilitation 
problems;  • 

(iii)  Projects  concerning  the  use  of 
existing  telecommunication  systems; 

(iv)  International  research, 
demonstrations,  training  and  exchange 
of  experts  and  technical  assistance 
when  related  to  technology  and 
engineering; 

,  (v)  A  project  to  assess  the  feasibility 
of  establishing  a  center  to  produce  and 
distribute  captioned  video  cassettes  to 
deaf  individuals;  and 
(vi)  Joint  projects  with  other  Federal 
agencies  and  with  private  industry  when 
related  to  technology  or  engineering. 

(Secs.  204(b)(2),  204(a),  204(b)(5)-(7), 
204(b)(10);  (29  U.S.C.  762(b)(2),  762(a), 
762(b)(5)— (7),  762(b)(10))) 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  353.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted 
under  this  program? 

Peer  review  is  conducted  under  this 
program  in  accordance  with  34  CFR 
350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e))) 

§  353.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

(a)  National  need  (20  points).  See 
§  350.34(a). 

(b)  Research  design  (25  points).  See 
§  350.34(b). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (5  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Research  utilization  plan  (10 
points).  See  §  350.34(g). 

(hj  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (5 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100  possible 
points  under  these  criteria) 

(Secs.  202(e)  and  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e) 
and  761a(i)(l))) 
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§  353.32  What  are  the  priorities  for 
funding  under  this  program? 

(a)  The  Secretary  may  from  time  to 
time  reserve  funds  to  support  some  or 
all  of  the  types  of  research  centers  or 
projects  listed  in  34  CFR  353.10. 

(b)  The  Secretary  advises  the  public  of 
these  priorities  through  an  Application 
Notice  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(Secs.  202(g)  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g)  and 
762)) 

PART  354— HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  MODEL  RESEARCH  AND 
TRAINING  PROGRAM 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

354.1  What  is  the  Model  Research  and 
Training  Program? 

354.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

354.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

354.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Support  Under  This 
Program? 

354.10  What  types  of  centers  are  authorized 
under  this  program? 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

354.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted  under 
this  program? 

354.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

354.32  What  are  the  priorities  for  funding 
under  this  program? 

Authority:  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L.  93-112),  as  amended  by  Pub, 
L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966) 

Subpart  A— General 

§  354.1  What  is  the  model  research  and 
training  program? 

This  program  is  designed  to  develop 
and  utilize  more  advanced  and  effective 
methods  of  evaluating  and  developing 
the  employment  potential  of 
handicapped  individuals. 

(Sec.  204(b)(12);  (29  U.S.C.  762(b)(12))) 

§  354.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Those  agencies  and  organizations 
eligible  to  apply  under  this  program  are 
set  forth  in  34  CFR  350.2. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§  354.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  regulations  referenced  in  34  CFR 
350.3  apply  to  this  program. 

(Secs.  202  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a  and  762)) 


§  354.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Support  Under 
This  Program? 

§  354.10  What  types  of  centers  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

The  model  research  and  training 
program  provides  financial  assistance 
for  establishing  and  operating  model 
training  centers. 

(a)  Each  center  must  be  associated 
with  a  rehabilitation  service  setting 
which  fosters  a  close  working 
relationship  between  researchers, 
service  providers  and  service  recipients. 

(b)  Each  model  center  must — 

(1)  Research  and  develop  m^del 
procedures  for  testing  and  evaluating 
the  employment  potential  of 
handicapped  individuals; 

(2)  Research  and  develop  model  new 
approaches  for  job  placement  of 
handicapped  individuals,  including  new 
follow-up  procedures  relating  to  such 
placement; 

(3)  Research  and  develop  model 
training  programs  to  teach  handicapped 
individuals  skills  which  will  lead  to 
appropriate  employment; 

(4)  Provide  training  and  continuing 
education  to  improve  the  skills  of 
personnel  involved  with  the  employment 
of  handicapped  individuals;  and 

(5)  Provide  information  services 
regarding  education,  training, 
employment  and  job  placement  for 
handicapped  individuals. 

(Sec.  204(b)(12);  (29  U.S.C.  762(b)(12))) 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  354.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted 
under  this  program? 

Peer  review  is  conducted  under  this 
program  in  accordance  with  34  CFR 
350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202(e);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e))) 

§  354.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

(a)  National  need  (10  points).  See 
§  350.34(a). 

(b)  Program  of  the  center  (30  points). 

(1)  The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
the  quality  of  the  proposed  center 
program. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 


(i)  The  degree  to  which  the  research 
and  training  activities  of  the  center  are 
based  upon  a  group  of  related  research 
core  areas  that  help  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  target  population(s)  it  serves  (6  of 
the  30  points); 

(ii)  The  scientific  validity  of  the 
center's  methodological  approach  to 
conducting  its  research  and  training  (6 
of  the  30  points); 

(iii)  The  degree  to  which  research  and 
training  results  will  be  assessed  in  a 
service  setting  (6  of  the  30  points); 

(iv)  The  adequacy  of  procedures  for 
disseminating  research  results  and 
training  materials  [6  of  the  30  points); 
and 

(v)  The  capability  of  the  center  to 
provide  information  services  regarding 
the  education,  training,  employment 
and  job  placement  of  handicapped 
individuals  (6  of  the  30  points). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (10  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(h)  Adequacy  of  consumer 
involvement  (5  points).  See  §  352.31(h). 

(The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100  possible 
points  under  these  criteria) 

(Secs.  202(e)  and  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761  a(e) 
and  761a(i)(l))) 

§  354.32  What  are  the  priorities  for 
funding  under  this  program? 

(a)  The  Secretary  may  from  time  to 
time  reserve  funds  to  support  the  types 
of  research  activities  listed  in  34  CFR 
354.10(b). 

(b)  The  Secretary  advises  the  pubhc  of 
these  priorities  through  an  Application 
Notice  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(Secs.  202(g)  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g)  and 

762)). 

PART  355— HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  KNOWLEDGE 
DISSEMINATION  AND  UTILIZATION 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

355.1  What  is  the  Knowledge  Dissemination 
and  Utilization  Program? 

355.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

355.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

355.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 
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Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Support  Under  This 
Program? 

Sec. 

355.10  What  types  of  activities  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Make 
a  Grant? 

355.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted  under 
this  program? 

355.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used  in 
this  program? 

355.32  What  are  the  priorities  for  funding 
under  this  program? 

Authority:  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L.  93-112),  as  amended  by  Pub. 

L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966) 

Subpart  A— General 

§  355.1  What  is  the  Knowledge 
Dissemination  and  Utilization  Program? 

This  program  is  designed  to  support 
activities  that  will  insure  thai 
rehabilitation  knowledge  generated  from 
projects  and  centers  funded  by  the 
Institute  and  from  other  sources  is  fully 
utilized  to  improve  the  lives  of 
handicapped  persons. 

(Secs.  202,  204(a),  and  204(b)(5);  (29  U.S.C. 
761a,  762(a)  and  762(b)(5))) 

§  355.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Those  agencies  and  organizations 
eligible  to  apply  under  this  program  are 
described  in  34  CFR  350.2. 

(Sec.  204;  (29  U.S.C.  762)) 

§  355.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  regulations  referenced  in  34  CFR 
350.3  apply  to  this  program. 

(Secs.  202  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a  and  762)) 

§  355.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Support  Under 
This  Program? 

§  355.10  What  types  of  activities  are 
authorized  under  this  program? 

The  knowledge  dissemination  and 
utilization  program  provides  financial 
assistance  for  the  following  types  of 
projects — 

(a)  Domestic  or  international  research 
utilization; 

(b)  Domestic  or  international 
information  dissemination  activities; 

(c)  Building  public  awareness  about 
ways  of  rehabilitating  handicapped 
persons; 


(Secs.  200(2),  202(b)4~6,  204(a),  204(b)(5);  (29 
U.S.C.  761a(b)(2),  761a(b)  (4-6),  762(a), 
762(b)(5))) 

Subpart  C— [Reserved] 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Make  a  Grant? 

§  355.30  How  is  peer  review  conducted 
under  this  program? 

Peer  review  is  conducted  under  this 
program  in  accordance  with  34  CFR 
350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202e;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(e)) 

§  355.31  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
under  this  program? 

Ta)  National  need  (20  points).  See 
§  350.34(a). 

(b)  Project  design  (30  points). 

(1)  The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
the  quality  of  the  project  design. 

(2)  The  Secretary  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  A  linkage  system  to  prospective 
target  populations  (5  of  the  30  points); 

(ii)  Need  assessment  procedures  (10  of 
the  30  points); 

(iii)  That  rehabilitation  knowledge  or 
devices  will  be  adapted  or  modified  to 
facilitate  greater  understanding  and  use 
by  the  rehabilitation  community  (5  of 
the  30  points);  and 

(iv)  Procedures  for  dissemination  of 
the  rehabilitation  knowledge  or  devices 
referred  to  in  paragraph  (b)(2)(iii)  of  this 
section  (10  of  the  30  points). 

(c)  Plan  of  operation  (15  points).  See 
34  CFR  75.202. 

(d)  Evaluation  plan  (10  points).  See  34 
CFR  75.205. 

(e)  Quality  of  key  personnel  (10 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.203. 

(f)  Adequacy  of  resources  (10  points). 
See  34  CFR  75.206. 

(g)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness  (5 
points).  See  34  CFR  75.204. 

(The  Secretary  awards  up  to  100  possible 
points  under  these  criteria) 

§  355.32  What  are  the  priorities  for 
funding  under  this  program? 

(a)  The  Secretary  may  from  time  to 
time  reserve  funds  to  support  some  or 
all  of  the  types  of  projects  listed  in  34 
CFR  355.10. 

(b)  The  Secretary  advises  the  public  of 
these  priorities  through  an  Application 
Notice  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(Secs.  202(g)  and  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(g)  and 
762)) 


PART  356— HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH:  RESEARCH 
FELLOWSHIPS 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

356.1  What  is  the  Research  Fellowships 
Program? 

356.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance  under 
this  program? 

356.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

356.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities  Does 
the  Department  Support  Under  This 
Program? 

356.10  What  types  of  activities  are 
authorized? 

356.11  What  types  of  problems  may  be 
researched  under  the  fellowship 
program? 

Subpart  C— How  Does  One  Apply  for 
Assistance  Under  This  Program? 

356.20  What  are  the  application  procedures 
under  this  program? 

356.21  What  is  the  fellowship  review 
process? 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary  Select 
a  Fellow? 

356.30  What  selection  criteria  are  used  for 
this  program? 

Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Have  to  be 
Met  by  a  Fellow? 

356.40  What  is  the  length  of  a  fellowship 
award? 

356.41  What  are  the  employment  limitations 
during  a  fellowship  period? 

356.42  What  acknowledgement  of  support  is 
required? 

Subpart  F— What  are  the  Administrative 
Responsibilities  of  a  Fellow? 

356.50  What  kinds  of  payments  are  allowed 
under  this  program? 

356.51  What  program  reports  are  required  of 
fellows? 

Authority:  Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  (Pub.  L.  93-112)  as  amended  by  Pub. 

L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  760-762;  92  Stat.  2962- 
2966) 

Subpart  A— General 

§  356.1  What  is  the  Research  Fellowships 
Program? 

The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to 
obtain  the  assistance  of  highly  qualified 
individuals  to  perform  research 
activities  in  rehabilitation. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

§  356.2  Who  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program? 

Any  person  is  eligible  for  assistance 
under  this  program  who  has  training  and 
experience  that  indicate  a  potential  for 
engaging  in  scientific  research  related  to 
the  solution  of  rehabilitation  problems 
of  handicapped  persons. 


U- 
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(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

§  356.3  What  regulation*  apply  to  thia 
program? 

Hie  following  regulations  apply  to  this 
program: 

(a)  The  peer  review  requirements 
contained  in  34  CFR  350.31-350.32. 

(b)  The  regulations  in  this  part — 34 
CFR  Part  356;  and 

(c)  45  CFR  Part  46  (Protection  of 
Human  Subjects) 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

S  356.4  What  definitions  apply  to  thia 
program? 

The  definitions  listed  in  34  CFR  350.4 
apply  to  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(i)(l);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(i)(l))) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Activities 
Does  the  Department  Support  Under 
This  Program? 

§  356.10  What  types  of  activities  are 
authorized? 

Research  fellowships  provide  awards 
of  Federal  assistance  to  enable 
individuals  to  carry  out  discrete 
research  activities  which  have  been 
identified  in  Application  Notices 
published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  781a(d))) 

$356.11  What  types  of  problems  may  be 
researched  under  the  fellowship  program? 

Problems  encountered  by 
handicapped  persons  in  their  daily  lives 
that  are  due  to  the  presence  of 
handicapping  condition,  problems 
associated  with  the  provision  of 
rehabilitation  services  to  handicapped 
persons,  and  problems  connected  with 
the  conduct  of  handicapped  research 
may  be  addressed  under  this  program. 

(Sec.  202(d),  202(g)(1),  204;  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d), 
761a(g)(l),  762)) 

Subpart  C— How  Does  One  Apply  for 
Assistance  Under  This  Program? 

§  356.20  What  ara  the  application 
procedures  under  this  Part? 

From  time  to  time  the  Secretary  will 
publish  in  the  Federal  Register  an 
Application  Notice  that  announces  the 
availability  of  fellowship  assistance 
under  this  Part. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 


$  356.21  What  is  the  fellowship  review 
process? 

Fellowship  applications  will  be 
reviewed  in  accordance  with  the  peer 
review  requirements  governing  grants  in 
34  CFR  350.30-350.32. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

Subpart  D— How  Does  the  Secretary 
Select  a  Fellow? 

§  356.30  What  selection  criteria  are  used 
for  this  program? 

Individuals  applying  for  a  research 
fellowship  will  be  evaluated  on  the 
basis  of— 

(a)  Quality  and  level  of  formal 
education; 

(b)  Work  experience;  and 

(c)  Recommendations  of  former  or 
present  supervisors  or  colleagues  and 
other  independent  evidence  that 
indicate  an  ability  to  work  creatively  in 
scientific  research. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Have  To 
Be  Met  by  a  Fellow? 

§  356.40  What  Is  the  length  of  a  fellowship 
award? 

Fellowships  may  be  approved  for  a 
maximum  of  48  months.  The  initial 
award  may  be  for  any  period  not  to 
exceed  12  months.  If  the  Secretary 
determines  that  there  is  satisfactory 
progress  in  accomplishing  the  purposes 
of  die  fellowship,  the  Secretary  may 
make  one  or  more  continuation  awards. 
(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

§  356.41  What  are  the  employment 
limitations  during  a  fellowship  period? 

The  Secretary  may  require  a  research 
fellow  to  work  full  time  on  authorized 
fellowship  activities. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

§  356.42  What  acknowledgement  of 
support  is  required? 

Publication,  distribution,  and 
disposition  of  all  manuscripts  and  other 
materials  resulting  from  a  fellowship 
awarded  under  this  Part  must 
acknowledge  that  assistance  was 
received  from  the  Department  and  the 
Institute.  Three  copies  of  these 
publications  or  other  materials  must  be 
furnished  to  the  Secretary. 


(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

Subpart  F— What  are  the 
Administrative  Responslbfflties  of  a 
Fellow? 

$  356.50  What  kinds  of  payments  are 
allowed  under  this  program? 

A  fellowship  award  may  include  die 
following  payments: 

(a)  A  stipend  in  an  amount  authorized 
by  the  Secretary; 

(b)  A  health  insurance  allowance; 

(c)  Travel  and  transportation 
expenses  as  follows — 

(1)  Round  trip  travel  for  the  fellow 
only,  from  place  of  residence  to  the 
location  of  fellowship  activity. 

(2)  No  allowance  will  be  granted  for 
transporting  dependents,  except  for 
travel  undertaken  by  dependents  to  join 
a  fellow  who  is  located  during  the 
period  of  fellowship  activity  in  a  country 
other  than  his  or  her  country  of 
residence.  “Dependent"  means  the 
spouse  or  dependent  children  of  a 
fellow. 

(d)  The  Secretary  may  authorize 
allowances  for  payment  of  the  following 
expenses — tuition,  fees,  supplies, 
attendance  at  meetings  required  to  carry 
out  the  purpose  of  the  fellowship,  or 
other  related  expenses  of  the  fellowship. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  781a(d))) 

$  356.51  What  program  reports  are 
required? 

Fellows  are  required  to  submit  annual 
and  final  reports  (along  with  work  plans 
for  the  next  fellowship  period  if 
applicable).  Each  report  must  contain  as 
a  minimum  an  analysis  of  the 
significance  of  the  project  and  an 
assessment  of  the  degree  to  which  the 
objectives  of  the  project  have  been 
achieved. 

(Sec.  202(d);  (29  U.S.C.  761a(d))) 

PART  362— PROJECT  GRANTS  AND 
OTHER  ASSISTANCE  IN  VOCATIONAL 
REHABILITATION 

Subpart  D — Rehabilitation  Research 
§§362.60-362.66  [Removed] 

[FR  Doc.  81-26465  Filed  9-9-81:  (MS  am] 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research;  Applications  for  Fiscal  Year 
1982  Rehabilitation  Engineering  Center 
Grants 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Application  Notice  for  Fiscal 
Year  1982. _ 

Applications  are  invited  for  new 
Rehabilitation  Engineering  Center  grants 
for  fiscal  year  1982  under  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research. 

Authority  for  this  program  is 
contained  in  Section  204(b)(2)  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended 
by  Pub.  L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  762  (b)(2)). 

Awards  are  made  under  this  program 
to  States  and  public  or  private  agencies 
and  organizations,  including  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

The  purpose  of  this  program  is  the 
establishment  and  support  of 
Rehabilitation  Engineering  Research 
Centers  to  (A)  develop  innovative 
methods  of  applying  advanced  medical 
technology,  scientific  achievement,  and 
psychiatric,  psychological,  and  social 
knowledge  to  solve  rehabilitation 
problems  through  planning  and 
conducting  research,  including 
cooperative  research  with  public  or 
private  agencies  and  organizations, 
designed  to  produce  new  scientific 
knowledge,  equipment,  and  devices 
suitable  for  solving  problems  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  handicapped 
individuals  and  for  reducing 
environmental  barriers,  and  to  (B) 
cooperate  with  State  agencies 
designated  pursuant  to  section  101  (of 
the  Act)  in  developing  systems  of 
information  exchange  and  coordination 
to  promote  the  prompt  utilization  of 
engineering  and  other  scientific  research 
to  assist  in  solving  problems  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  handicapped 
individuals. 

Closing  Date  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  Applications  for  grant 
awards  must  be  mailed  or  hand 
delivered  by  November  9, 1981. 

Applications  Delivered  by  Mail:  An 
application  sent  by  mail  must  be 
addressed  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Attention:  84.133,  Washington,  D.C. 
20202. 

,  An  applicant  must  show  proof  of 
mailing,  consisting  of  one  of  the 
following: 

(1)  A  legibly  dated  U.S.  Postal  Service 
postmark. 

(2)  A  legible  mail  receipt  with  the  date 
of  mailing  stamped  by  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service. 


(3)  A  dated  shipping  label,  invoice,  or 
receipt  from  a  commercial  carrier. 

(4)  Any  other  proof  of  mailing  • 
acceptable  to  the  U.S.  Secretary  of 
Education. 

If  an  application  is  sent  through  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service,  the  Secretary  does 
not  accept  either  of  the  following  as 
proof  of  mailing: 

(1)  A  private  metered  postmark,  or 

(2)  A  mail  receipt  that  is  not  dated  by 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service. 

An  applicant  should  note  that  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  does  not  uniformly 
provide  a  dated  postmark.  Before  relying 
on  this  method,  an  applicant  should 
check  with  his  local  post  office. 

An  applicant  is  encouraged  to  use 
registered  or  at  least  first  class  mail. 

Each  late  applicant  will  be  notified  that 
its  application  will  not  be  considered. 
Amendments  received  after  the  closing 
date  also  will  not  be  considered  in  the 
review  of  the  application. 

Applications  Delivered  by  Hand:  An 
application  that  is  hand  delivered  must 
be  taken  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Room  5673,  Regional  Office  Building  No. 
3,  7th  and  D  Streets,  SW.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20202. 

The  Application  Control  Center  will 
accept  a  hand  delivered  application 
between  8:00  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 
(Washington,  D.C.,  time)  daily,  except 
Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Federal 
holidays.  Applications  that  are  hand 
delivered  will  not  be  accepted  after  4:30 
p.m.  on  the  closing  date. 

Available  Funds:  The  proposed 
funding  level  for  the  National  Institute 
of  Handicapped  Research  is  expected  to 
be  approximately  $26,250,000  for  fiscal 
year  1982.  Approximately  $5,660,000  of 
this  amount  is  expected  to  be  available 
for  funding  approximately  11  new 
Rehabilitation  Engineering  Research 
Center  grants  under  this  announcement. 
However,  actual  availability  of  funding 
will  be  determined  by  the  fiscal  year 
1982  appropriation.  Average  funding  for 
each  Center  will  be  approximately 
$500,000  depending  on  the  scope  of 
approved  research  activities  within  the 
Center.  Each  Center  will  be  funded  for  a 
one  year  period. 

These  estimates,  however,  do  not  bind 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education  to  a 
specific  number  of  grants  or  to  the 
amount  of  any  grant  unless  that  number 
is  specified  by  statute  or  regulations. 

Application  Forms:  Application  forms 
and  further  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  or  calling  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  Switzer  Office 
Building  3511,  400  Maryland  Avenue, 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202. 


(Attention:  Peer  Review  Unit);  202/473- 
6551. 

Applications  must  be  prepared  and 
submitted  m  accordance  with  the 
regulations,  instructions,  and  forms 
included  in  the  program  information 
packages.  Applicants  are  urged  not  to 
submit  information  that  is  not  requested. 

Applicable  Regulations:  Regulations 
governing  the  program  include  the 
following: 

(A)  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR) 

(34  CFR  Parts  75  and  77;  formerly  45 
CFR  Parts  100a  and  100c);  and 

(B)  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  Regulations  (34  CFR  Parts  350, 
351,  352,  353,  354,  355,  and  356). 

Applicants  for  fiscal  year  1982  grants 
should  base  their  applications  on 
Section  204(b)(2)  of  the  Act,  NIHR 
regulations  and  EDGAR. 

Further  Information:  For  further 
information  contact  Ms.  Deborah  Linzer, 
National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research,  U.S.  Department  of  Education, 
Switzer  Office  Building  3511, 400 
Maryland  Avenue,  SW.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20202.  Telephone:  202/472-6551. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance  No. 
84.133,  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research) 

Dated:  September  3, 1981. 

T.  H.  Bell, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

(FR  Doc.  81-26393  Filed  9-9-81;  8:45  am] 

BILLING  CODE  4000-01-M 


National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research;  Applications  for  Fiscal  Year 
1982  Research  and  Training  Center 
Grants 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Application  Notice  for  Fiscal 
Year  1982. 


Applications  are  invited  for  new 
Research  and  Training  Center  grants  for 
fiscal  year  1982  under  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research. 

Authority  for  this  program  is 
contained  in  Section  204  (b)(1)  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended 
by  Pub.  L.  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  762  (b)(1)). 

Awards  are  made  under  this  program 
to  States  and  public  or  private  agencies 
and  organizations  including  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

The  purpose  of  this  program  is  the 
establishment  and  support  of 
Rehabilitation  Research  and  Training 
Centers  to  be  operated  in  collaboration 
with  institutions  of  higher  education  for 
the  purpose  of  (A)  providing  training 
(including  graduate  training),  (B) 
providing  coordinated  and  advanced 
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programs  of  research  in  rehabilitation, 
and  (C)  providing  training  (including 
graduate  training)  for  rehabilitation 
research  and  other  rehabilitation 
personnel. 

Closing  Date  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  Applications  for  grant 
awards  must  be  mailed  or  hand 
delivered  by  November  9, 1981. 

Applications  Delivered  by  Mail:  An 
application  sent  by  mail  must  be 
addressed  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Attention:  84.133,  Washington,  D.C. 

20202. 

An  applicant  must  show  proof  of 
mailing,  consisting  of  one  of  the 
following: 

()  A  legibly  dated  U.S.  Postal  Service 
postmark. 

(2)  A  legible  mail  receipt  with  the  date 
of  mailing  stamped  by  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service. 

(3)  A  dated  shipping  label,  invoice,  or 
receipt  from  a  commercial  carrier. 

(4)  Any  other  proof  of  mailing 
acceptable  to  the  U.S.  Secretary  of 
Education. 

If  an  application  is  sent  through  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service,  the  Secretary  does 
not  accept  either  of  the  following  as 
proof  of  mailing: 

(1)  A  private  metered  postmark,  or 

(2)  A  mail  receipt  that  is  not  dated  by 
the  U.S.  Postal  service. 

An  applicant  should  note  that  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  does  not  uniformly 
provide  a  dated  postmark.  Before  relying 
on  this  method,  an  applicant  should 
check  with  his  local  post  office. 

An  applicant  is  encouraged  to  use 
registered  or  at  least  first  class  mail. 
Each  late  applicant  will  be  notified  that 
its  application  will  not  be  considered. 
Amendments  received  after  the  closing 
date  also  will  not  be  considered  in  the 
review  of  the  application. 

Applications  Delivered  by  Hand:  An 
application  that  is  hand  delivered  must 
be  taken  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Room  5673,  Regional  Office  Building  #3, 
7th  and  D  Streets,  SW,  Washington,  D.C. 
20202. 

The  Application  Control  Center  will 
accept  a  hand  delivered  application 
between  8:00  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 
(Washington,  D.C.  time)  daily,  except 
Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Federal 
holidays.  Applications  that  are  hand 
delivered  will  not  be  accepted  after  4:30 
p.m.  on  the  closing  date. 

Program  Information:  During  fiscal 
year  1982  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research  expects  to  fund 
up  to  ten  Research  and  Training  Centers 
which  have  an  identified  core  area  of 
applied  medical  rehabilitation  research: 
up  to  three  Research  and  Training 


Centers  which  have  an  identified  core 
area  of  vocational  rehabilitation 
research;  and,  up  to  four  Research  and 
Training  Centers  which  have  an 
identified  core  area  of  psychological  and 
social  aspects  of  rehabilitation. 

Available  Funds:  The  proposed 
funding  level  for  the  National  Institute 
of  Handicapped  Research  is  expected  to 
be  approximately  $26,250,000  for  fiscal 
year  1982.  Approximately  $11,225,000  of 
this  amount  is  expected  to  be  available 
for  funding  up  to  17  new  Research  and 
Training  Center  grants  under  this 
announcement.  However,  actual 
availability  of  funding  will  be 
determined  by  the  fiscal  year  1982 
appropriation.  Average  funding  for  each 
Center  will  be  approximately  $675,000 
depending  on  the  scope  of  approved 
research  and  training  activities  within 
the  Center.  Each  Center  will  be  funded 
for  a  one-year  period. 

These  estimates,  however,  do  not  bind 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education  to  a 
specific  number  of  grants  or  to  the 
amount  of  any  grant  unless  that  number 
is  specified  by  statute  or  regulations. 

Application  Forms:  Application  forms 
and  further  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  or  calling  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  Switzer  Office 
Building,  Rm.  3511,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  D.C.  20202. 
(Attention:  Peer  Review  Unit):  202/472- 
6551. 

Applications  must  be  prepared  and 
submitted  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations,  instructions,  and  forms 
included  in  the  program  information 
packages.  Applicants  are  urged  not  to 
submit  information  that  is  not  requested. 

Applicable  Regulations:  Regulations 
governing  the  program  include  the 
following: 

(A)  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR) 

(34  CFR  Parts  75  and  77;  formerly  45 
CFR  Parts  100a  and  100c);  and 

(B)  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  Regulations  (34  CFR  Parts  350, 
351,  352,  353,  354,  355,  and  356). 

Applicants  for  fiscal  year  1982  grants 
should  base  their  applications  on 
Section  204(b)(1)  of  the  Act,  NIHR 
regulations  and  EDGAR. 

Further  Information:  For  further 
information,  contact  Ms.  Deborah 
Linzer,  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research  U.S.  Department 
of  Education,  Switzer  Office  Building, 
Rm.  3511, 400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20202.  Telephone:  202/ 
472-6551. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance  No. 
84.133,  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research) 


Dated:  September  3, 1981. 

T.  H.  Bell, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

|FR  Doc.  81-26394  Filed  9-9-81: 8  45  «m| 

BILLING  CODE  4000-01-M 


National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research;  Applications  For 
Noncompeting  Continuation  Projects 
For  Fiscal  Year  1982 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Application  Notice  for 
Noncompeting  Continuation  Projects  for 
Fiscal  Year  1982. 


Applications  are  invited  for 
noncompeting  continuation  projects  for 
fiscal  year  1982  under  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research. 

Authority  for  this  program  is 
contained  in  Section  204  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended 
by  Pub.  L  95-602  (29  U.S.C.  762). 

Under  this  program  awards  are  issued 
to  States  and  public  or  private  agencies 
and  organizations,  including  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

The  purpose  of  the  awards  is  planning 
and  conducting  research, 
demonstrations,  and  related  activities 
which  bear  directly  on  the  development 
of  methods,  procedures,  and  devices  to 
assist  in  the  provision  of  vocational  and 
other  rehabilitation  services  to 
handicapped  individuals,  especially 
those  with  the  most  severe  handicaps. 

Closing  Date  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  To  be  assured  of 
consideration  for  funding,  applications 
for  a  noncompeting  continuation  award 
should  be  mailed  or  hand  delivered  no 
later  than  90  days  prior  to  the  end  of  the 
current  budget  period. 

If  the  application  is  late,  the 
Department  of  Education  may  lack 
sufficient  time  to  review  it  and  may 
decline  to  accept  it 

Applications  Delivered  by  Mail:  An 
application  sent  by  mail  must  be 
addressed  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Attention:  84.133,  Washington,  D.C. 
20202. 

An  applicant  should  show  proof  of 
mailing  consisting  of  one  of  the 
following: 

(1)  A  legibly  dated  U.S.  Postal  Service 
postmark. 

(2)  A  legible  mail  receipt  with  the  date 
of  mailing  stamped  by  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service. 

(3)  A  dated  shipping  label,  invoice,  or 
receipt  from  a  commercial  carrier. 

(4)  Any  other  proof  of  mailing 
acceptable  to  the  U.S.  Secretary  of 
Education. 
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If  an  application  is  sent  through  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service,  the  Secretary  does 
not  accept  either  of  the  following  as 
proof  of  mailing: 

(1)  A  private  metered  postmark,  or 

(2)  A  mail  receipt  that  is  not  dated  by 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service. 

An  applicant  should  note  that  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  does  not  uniformly 
provide  a  dated  postmark.  Before  relying 
on  this  method,  an  applicant  should 
check  with  its  local  post  office. 

An  applicant  is  encouraged  to  use 
registered  or  at  least  first  class  mail. 

Applications  Delivered  by  Hand:  An 
application  that  is  hand  delivered  must 
be  taken  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Application  Control  Center, 
Room  5673,  Regional  Office  Building  #3, 
7th  and  D  Streets,  SW.,  Washington. 

D.C. 

The  Application  Control  Center  will 
accept  a  hand  delivered  application 
between  8:00  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 
(Washington,  D.C.,  time)  daily,  except 
Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Federal 
holidays. 

Available  Funds:  The  funding  level  for 
the  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  is  expected  to  be 
approximately  $26,250,000  for  fiscal  year 


1982.  Approximately  $6,380,000  of  this 
amount  is  expected  to  be  available  for 
funding  26  noncompeting  continuation 
projects.  However,  actual  availability  of 
funding  will  be  determined  by  the  fiscal 
year  1982  appropriation.  Average 
funding  for  each  project  will  be 
approximately  $258,000  depending  on 
the  scope  of  approved  research 
activities. 

These  estimates,  however,  do  not  bind 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education  to  a 
specific  number  of  grants  or  to  the  r 
amount  of  any  grant  unless  that  number 
is  specified  by  statute  or  regulations. 

Application  Forms:  Application  forms 
will  be  mailed  to  applicants 
approximately  90  days  before 
applications  are  due. 

Applications  must  be  prepared  and 
submitted  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations,  instructions,  and  forms 
included  in  the  program  information 
packages.  Applicants  are  urged  not  to 
submit  information  that  is  not  requested. 

Applicable  Regulations:  Regulations 
governing  the  program  include  the 
following: 

(a)  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR) 


(34  CFR  Parts  75  and  77;  formerly  45 
CFR  Parts  100a  and  100c):  and 
(b)  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  Regulations  (34  CFR  Parts  350, 
351,  352,  353,  354,  355,  and  356). 

Applicants  for  fiscal  year  1982 
noncompeting  continuation  projects 
should  base  their  applications  on 
Section  204  of  the  Act,  NIHR  regulations 
and  EDGAR. 

Further  Information:  For  further 
information,  contact  Ms.  Deborah 
Linzer,  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research,  U.S. 

Department  of  Education,  Switzer  Office 
Building,  Rm.  3511,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202- 
2305.  Telephone:  202/472-6551. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance  No. 
84.133,  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research) 

Dated:  September  3, 1981. 

T.  H.  Bell, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

]FR  Dor..  81-26395  Filed  9-9-81;  8:45  am] 
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